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Parliamentary Question 


%114. Sir Peter Macdonald,—To ask the Secretary of State for War, whether he will indicate 
the immediate and eventual destination of the troops being evacuated from Palestine, 
U having regard to the importance of this information to their families, especially those which 


are in Palestine. ; 
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107. Sir P. Macdonald asked the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether he will 
indicate the immediate and_ eventual 
destination of the troops being evacuated wtig Patugh 4 
from Palestine, having regard to the im- : | i 
portance of this information to their . | ! 
families, especially those which are in 
Palestine. 


Mr. Shinwell: It is not possible to 
answer this Question in general terms. 
Units now in Palestine will go to various 
destinations. The importance to soldiers 
and their families of early information is 
fully appreciated. The hon. Member will 
understand, however, that the ultimate 
destination of individuals will be governed 
by the length of their remaining service 
and how long they have been overseas, 
as well as by moves of units. 
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QUESTION. 


107. Sir P. Macdonald asked the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether he will 
indicate the immediate and eVentual 
destination of the troops being evacuated 
from Palestine, having regard to the im- 
portance of this information to their 
families, especially those which are in 
Palestine. 


Mr. Shinwell: It is not possible to 
answer this Question in general terms. 
Units now in Palestine will go to various 
destinations. The importance to soldiers 
and their families of early information is 
fully appreciated. The hon. Member will 
understand, however, that the ultimate 
destination of individuals will be governed 
by the length of their remaining service 
and how long they have been overseas, 
as well as by moves of units. 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) o 
/ “i 
a I attach the first Progress Revort by the 
Official Committee on Palestine in E.1455/8/G. 
7) nces. This Resort is rather more detailed than the } > 
(4.55 type of report described in Mr. Roberts’ minute < : 
within and it is orepared monthly. g 
9D 
® 
: 


In view of the arrangements described in 
lir. Roberts' minute I asked Colonel Sherman to 
find out whether the lLinistry of Defence and 
Colonial Office were, in fact, prevaring short 
fortnightly reports in addition to the Official 
Committee's Reports. He informs me that the 
iinistry of pefence are arranving to present 
reports in exactly the form dcescribed within, 
but thet the Colonial Office have had no similar 

(How disposed of.) instructions from their Secretary of State. 
I would sugy-est that the monthly reports of the 
= Official Committee suvplemented voy the Ministry 
of Defence's short fortnightly reports would 
adequately meet the needs of hLinisters, but in 
view of Lir. Roberts’ minutebf January 2uih I 
Should like to know whether t is desired that 
bai tl oa be we should vress the Colonial Office for the 
‘4, fortnightly reports on Ss civil administration 
of, f mentioned. 
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Interim Report for the Secretary of State 
On the Progress of Withdrawal from Palestine. 


The principal monthly report from the G.0.C. to the 


Ministry of Defence is due on January 24th. Meanwhile, 
the following is an approximate statement of percentages 


of total withdrawal reached on February 11th:- 


(1) Evacuation of Military Personnel 


(@) Evacuation of stores 


(3) Evacuation of Civil Administrative 
Personnel 


74. 


These figures are necessarily approximate owing to 
the difficulty of securing final, up-to-date information 
from Palestine. 

All Departments of the Civil Administration will be 


maintained in some form until the end of the Mandate, so 


far as possible, British officers being replaced by 


Palestinians. It is estimated that the present efficiency 


of Government Departments and Services in Palestine is 


approximately 75% of the proper level. 
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Preparation vf Fortnightly Interim Reports 
an_ the Progress Of WiTodra "rom raies ne 
Por the Secretary 0 ate 9/8 / : 


I have been in touch on the departmental 
level with the War Office, Colonial Office 
and Cabinet Office about these reports. I am 
sorry to say that, while the Colonial Uffice 
have reluctantly agreed to the statement of a 
very approximate percentage of the withdrawal 
of civil administrative personnel, the War 
Office do not feel able to provide us with 
even the approximate percentage required. 


I attach a note showing the form in which 

I vroposed to submit the report. I have 
pressed the War Office, in the light of the 

| Minister of Defence's agreement to supply 

| these figures as recorded in Mr. Roberts' 
minute of January 24th, to state approximate 
percentages for items 1, @ and @ but they are 
unable to do 80, The iast figures available 

to us are contained in the report& of the 

| Official Committee on Palestine which are as 

| follows, up to January /th:- 


1Y 14 per cent. 
@) 20 per cent. 
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Since the next monthly report from 
- palestine is due by February 24th we can expect 
' by then to have a further statement which can 
be reduced to percentages for the period up 

' to about February /th. If any further pro- 

| gress is to be made with the War Office in the 
- meantime I fear it will be necessary to take 

| the matter Up once more on the Ministerial 


the Chup Nia | level, gam are apparently very reluctant:- 
| (a) to provide fortnightly reports at 


all. 
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(b) to state approximate percentages. 


| 
| 
I attach a copy of the interim report 
prepared by the War Office which, it will be 
i . i seen, is not at all in the form required by 
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Private Secretary. 


Putas P ( Lemtal A, 
! Ke 
| mae, = 


-? 
) i CS pod A { ! 


é ‘ai : 
rd ‘ 
o 
' 


ro: 

4 

_ dD 

x 

1 ») 
\ \ 

f 

= 


Ne 


Secreta af 


ate 


he Muiithy Ff defence , Wie Aronres me 


>. 
WwW 


¢ 


hap w Corrdriatd Nort Chtemng Me 


~~ ty 


ence a Ae 


fe 


LN 


— 
22 
ee 
°2 

3 

: 


3 


‘NISYVW SIHL 


NI 


NA3LLIYM 3q 


OL 


“yp 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - NOT TO BE 
REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITH- 
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE, LONOON 


OINIHLON 


xX > F3 7 s ; 
a NX . ; . i ‘ e e! ‘— 
f ; : ‘ - os AA \ 


( 
oe 


ee v 
re weigh — 
[= 


Eastern Dept. 


Lan 

ye The vecretary of State discussed this 
rorning with the Minister of Lefence end. 

coltoniel Secretary the auestionof progress 

reports on Palestine. 


It was agreed that these reports should 
ve furnished fortnightly in the following form. 
Various categories of stores, etCe end areas 
of withdraval would be decided upon and the 
total withdrawal would be regarded as 100%. 
Every fortnight reports would be furnished 
not giving details, but indicating what 
f the total witndrawal had been 
The Minister of Defence would - , : 

reports in regard to military ; o* - ‘ 


withdrawals and the Colonial Secretary in 
regard tu civilian. The final 100% date would 
be fixed a fortnight earlier than the actual 


date for the final withdrawal, so as to leave 
a margin for unexpected delays. 
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I understand that the Secretary of State intends 
to write to the Prime Minister on the subject of 


periodical reports on the progress of the withdrawal 
from Palestine. 


I informed the Official Committee on Palestine 
this afternoon that the Secretary of State considered 
that they were the proper body to submit such reports, 
and that he thought it would be desirable to have them 
at weekly intervals. 


Iuasafay 


It was explained that the Minister of Defence had 
already called for monthly reports on the military 
withdrawal, and that the War Office were now preparing 
the first of these, which they would submit through the 
Chiefs of Staff to the Minister on 24th January. 

It was agreed that the War Office woulé also send a 
copy of this report to the Official Committee on Pales- 
tine, which would add to it ase other information 
bearing on the withdrawal, civil as well as military, 
and submit a comprehensive report to tee Ministers. 


It was also agreed that this procedure should be 
followed throughout the period of the withdrawal. 
The Committee considered that it would not be practi- 
cable to present such reports weekly and hoped that the 
Secretary of State would be satisfied with a monthly 
report, on the understanding that supplementary reports 
would be submitted when necessary. 
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Dear Beith, 


We spoke on the telephone concerning the Pe BO a oe | 7 
preparation of fortnightly reports by the Cee oe 
Colonial Office and Ministry of Defence on the Paton aa ee 
progress of the withdrawal from Palestine. 


I have since talked with Higham about 
this matter. It appears that the Colonial 
Office are not at present contemplating the 
preparation of fortnightly reports since the 
department concerned was not aware of the 
commitment entered into by the Colonial Secretary 
at the meeting of Ministers on outh January, and 
no instructions have been issued to this etfect. 
I suggest therefore that if the Foreign 
Secretary wishes to pursue this matter further aa a 
the Foreign Office should make an official Pye Eee pass Sb 
request to the Colonial Office. A Fe lage i: | 
of Defence has called for ra eae ae a: ae 
fortnightly reports on the progress of the : se Sy b eee | eens es, 
militery withdrawal from Palestine, and these | cee ee 


will be furnished by the War Office on the 


9th and 19th of each month respectively- I 

have arranged for copies to be sent to you 
direct on a DeO- pasis.e I have ascertained that 
the Minister of Defence proposes to send copies 
of each report to the Foreign Secretary and 


Colonial Secretarye 
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Men 


A very rough outline of the supplementary 


military progress report (fortnightly report) 
is attached. 


I have sent copies of this letter to 
Higham and to Leask of the War Office. 


Yours sincerely, 


G S. Beith, Esa, 
Foreign Office. 
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OUTLINE SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRESS REPORT 
Farge RE: 


A. GENERAL PROGRESS 


A brief statement indicating whether programme is . 
being maintained satisfactorily or otherwise. 


Be CASUALTIES 


A factual statement giving breakdown figures of all 
Service casualties to date of report. 


C. EVACUATION OF PERSONNEL 
(i) Units withdrawn to date of report; 
(ii) Numbers of Service personnel withdrawn; 
(iii) Numbers of Service personnel remaining; 


lf (4%) Percentage of Service personnel evacuated 
‘ (100 per cent representing total evacuation). 


D. EVACUATION OF STORES 


(i) Army and R.A}. stores, including ammunition, 
evacuated, in tons; 


(ii) Army and R.A Fe. stores, including ammunition, 
to be evacuated, in tons; 


(iii) Percentage of Service stores evacuated 
I (100 per cent representing total evacuation); 


(iv) Numbers of Army and R.A.F. vehicles evacuated; 


(v) Numbers of Army and R.A.F. vehicles to be 
evacuated; 


Ammunition and explosives evacuated, in tons; 


Ammunition and explosives to be evacuated, in 
tons. 


OTHER MATTERS OF SUBSILANCE. 
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Major H.L.E.C. Leask, D.S.0., ii. BH. 
Whitehall 94,00 THE WAR OFFICE, 


Ext: 595 WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 


BM/2232/MO 4 (O February, 1948. 
Pew bik, 
With reference to Sherman's letter 
to you dated 6th February, 1948, I attach a copy 


of the draft interim progress report on the 
military withdrawal from Palestine, for your 


retention. 


Yim ey 


¢ 


JeGeSe Beith, HSae, 
Bastern Department, 
Foreign Office. 
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Seeretany 


Chiefs of Staff Committee _ 


The Minister of Defence agreed (D0(48)5th Mtg, Item 3) 
to obtain fortnightly reports from the Chiefs of Staff on the 
progress of militery withdrawel fron Palestine. 


The first of these reports is at Annex. 
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ABTEX 
Ast TPTERIL: PROGRESS REPORT Ol: THE EV..CUATIO: OF PALESTI: BE 
PERIOD 7 JA. UARY TO 7 FEBRUARY 
general Progress of Vithdrewal 


1. Ce WGP sal. SSG le proceeding Soblstechorily 
iI) @CGordence With Plein VAY». ond no imejor Cirriewl tice pave 
been reportede 


Evecuetion of Service Personnel. 


Re During theperiod under review, HQ & Psr2 Brigs 1 
seen disbanded and 8 snd 9 Pare Battelio heve combin 
form one bet alion-. 


Evacuation of Stores 


3) On the basis of > Babe Of CV OCRSULOn Of Scores Upto 
ist January, it is estimete approxincately 100,000 tons of 
stores should now have been sev-.cunted ee RABAT Or -COnNceEntrs ted 
et HAIFA PORT. This represents approxinue.tely 42 of the totel 
fipure to be evacuated. gs J Beret thet Bene sine 25 
140,000 tons of stores renain to be moved to concentratim areas. 


a Sualtics 


S British Service casus roe: eo. Decertoer _OZ7 
A : e 


to 4th February, 1948 have 


Killed ZO 
-ounded 106 


a. 


Progress of disbandment of the Transjo.dan Frontier Force. 


uO. the ‘Colonial Orflice on lst Fepruseyy 260 a1. 
no. started. 


De Control of the Trensjordan Prontisr Force reverted 
sp 


acer hes 


Railwe 


or In spite of pwrerous atta oh trsins, the railvays 
are working well. 
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\gth February, 1948. 


My dear John, 


I believe Sherman has spoken to you about 


Mr. John Higham, 


: a a Colonial Office. the wish of our Secretary of State to receive 


fortnightly reports of the progress of 
BE withdrawal from Palestine. These reports would 
ees be very short and factual and would be quite 


distinct from the monthly reports of the 


3914350 0N0934 9178Nd 


Official Committee. 


The proposal that such fortnightly reports 


MARGIN. 


should be submitted to Ministers arose from 


a meeting on January 24th between the Foreign 


THIS 


Secretary, the Colonial Secretary and the 
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IN 


Minister of Defence The form in which the 
reports should be prepared was to be as follows. 
Various categories of stores etc. and areas of 
withdrawal were to be decided upon and the total 
withdrawal would be regarded as 100 per cent. 
Hach fortnightly report would, without giving 
details, indicate the percentage of the total 


withdrawal that had been completed. The 
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Minister of Defence would furnish such reports 
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in regard to Military withdrawal and the 
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ie Se. Colonial Secretary in regard to civilian. 


The final 100 per cent date would be fixed a 
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fortnight earlier than the actual date for 


final withdrawal, so as to leave a margin for 


Gp.685 


unexpected delays. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to 


A.& E.W.Ltd. 


Sherman. 


Wt.14696/147 75,000 6/47 


(33654) 
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John De 


uy dear John, 


I believe chermen has sxooren to you abcut 
the wish of our ceeretary of State to receive 


fortnightly revorts of the progrese of 
witharewal from Palestine. Theee re~arte would 
be very short and factual and weld be quite 
distinct from th monthly reporte of the official 


Comnittee. 
The proposal that such fortnighti: re orte 
ghonuld be submitted to “inietere aroec from a 


meeting on 24th Jansry between the Foreim 
ceepetary, the Colonial beoretary and the 


Ninister 


of Defence. The form 4n which the 


reports sh 1d be prepared was to be as follows. 
e of stores etc. and areas of 


Various cetegorie 
withdrawal were to be decided upon and the t-tal 
withdrawal would be garded as 10° per ecnt. Fach 
fortnightly report would, without giving deteils, 

f the total withdrawal 


indicate the percentage 0° 
that hac becn completed. The 4nieter of Defence 


would furnieh such revorts in re,ard to ‘GZritary 


withdrawal and the Colonial .-ccretai, in regard 

to civilian. The final 1°" per cent date sould be 
fixed a fortnight eariier than th« actual dete for 
final withdrawal, #0 &8 to Leave 4 margin for 


unexoected dilaysee 


I ap sending @ cons of this letter tt S nornd Ne 


Colonial Office. 
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09 | The Church House, 
3) Great Smith Street, 
4 a SeWele 


$ 


My Reference... ... 


Your Reference _Be1359/ 8/ 31 


Please refer to your letter of the 7th 
February about fortnightly reports on the progress of 
withdrawal from Palestine. We had not received 
any instructions from our Secretary of State 
regarding the preparation of reports on the civil 
withdrawal, and had assumed from the minutes of the 
pefence Committee (D.0.(48)5th meeting, Item 3) 
held subsequently to the meeting of Ministers that 
the fortnightly reports to the three Ministers would 
deal only with the military withdrawal. 


75872/159/20/h8 (o, February > 1948. 
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2e As explained in the first progress report 
from the Official Committee (0.C.P.(48)11), it is 
the intention to maintain British civil 
administration over the whole of Palestine until 
the 15th May, and not to close down any Department 
of Government until that date. We therefore could 

oduce a report on a 'nercentage basis "but 

merely an a of the general situation on the 
lines of OeCeP. ( I gather that the Foreign 
Secretary does not want anything so comprehensive » 
but we could arrange, should he wishs to have a 
brief summary of the "weekly Intelligence 
Appreciation" prepared fortnightly. 


‘391440 0490934 


DIIGNd 3HL JO NOISS IWH3d LNO 
“-HLIMA ATIWOIHdVSDOLOHd G39NDOY d3y 


NOOGNO? 


3./ 
J.G.S. BEITH, ESQ. 
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ere asking the High Commissioner 

S ihe next monthly progress 

the 18th February. 
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let us: have 
report of the 0.C.ePe not later than 
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I have »repared a Memorandum wnoich sets cut the 
facts given in the Ministry of Fuel and Power's 
letter in a slightly different form. fhe informat- 
ion supplied by the kinistry of Fuel and rower is 
more in the nature of an analysis of the situation 
and of the difficulties which wili arise rather than 
of a statement of the ::eans by which we vropose to 
remedy the situation. AS far as I can gather from 
the hiinistry of Fuel and Power, there is very little 


we can do owing to the shortage of tankers and we are 


bound to suffer a net loss of refined products. 


1, -g¢ KPoard 


J. G. S. Beith. 


th February, 1948. 


™ 


Kconomic Relations Dent 
first. 
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The effect of the British withdrawal from Palestine on 


the production of the Haifa Refinery and the supply of 
petrol to the sterling area and Western Europe. 


The crude throughput of the Haifa refinery is 4,000,000 tons 
per annum, of which 2,000,000 tons is received direct from 
Kirkuk by pipe-line. A further 1,000,COO tons of Iraqi oil is 
transported to the refinery by sea from the Tripoli terminal of 
the I.P.C. line and the remaining 1,000,000 tons is received by 
sea from the Persian Gulf (Kuwait). 

The Secretary of State recently asked for a report on the 
alternative arrangements foreseen by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power to meet the situation arising from the British withdrawal 
from Palestine. The production of the Haifa refinery is almost 
bound to be adversely affected and there are, roughly speaking, 
three possibilities: - 

(i) The Haifa Refinery would be put out of action for an 
indefinite period either by damage as a result of a 
Civil War between Jews and Arabs, or by the 
disappearance of labour owing to chaotic conditions 
(the Refinery has recently been put out of action 
for three weeks owing to such labour difficulties) but 
Iraqi crude oil would still be available through the 
pipe-lines to Haifa or Tripoli. 

In that event the crude oil could only be 
transferred by tanker to other refineries; part 
would probably come to the United Kingdom. 

The Haifa Refinery would continue to be capable of 

operation - it has been suggested that in certain 
circumstances it might be necessary for British troops 
to be left behind to protect it - but would be denied 
the normal supply of Iraqi oil via the pipe-line. The 
Iraqi Delegation in London recently made it clear that 
Iraq could not continue to let this oil through to 
Palestine if it were to benefit the Jews in a Jewish- 


Arab conflict. It is also very possible that Arab 


guerillas/ 
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guerillas would cut the pipe-line. 

In that event it would be possible to continue 
limited operation of the refinery by replacing 
Iraqi crude oil by crude oil from the Persian Gulf, 
depending on the tanker tonnage available. 

i) Both the Haifa Refinery and oil supplies from Iraq might be 
put out of action for a period owing to conditions of civil 
war in Palestine. 

In that case we should have to endeavour to 
snerease the refining capacity of Abadan to meet the 
ensuing shortage of refined products; but this would 
take some months and would be wasteful of tanker 
tonnage. 

Both cases (ii) and (iii) would put a considerable extra 
strain on our tanker tonnage. <Abadan is 3,000 miles from Haifa 
and that much further from \lestern Hurope. As we ere already 
deficient in tanker tonnage it would seem that the unavoidable 
result would be a serious dislocation in the supply programme of 
the British Cil Companies. ‘This would not only effect the 
Eastern Mediterranean, since any essential requirements in that 
area could then only be met at the expense of other areas. A 
fall in the output of any refinery is in fact reflected throughout 
the world. 


I attach a statement showing what shipments have been made 


from Haifa during the period lst January to 30th November, 1947. 


© 


th February, 1948. 
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Any reply to be addressed :— 


The Secretary. 4 ‘ / 


TelephSQPABBEY 7000. “ef ETR EUM 


Telegrams : . ae 
“MINFUPO, SOWEST, LONDON.” of RN | - i ew ial 
| CES 2 FES Vdd S.W.1. 


Reference : 


Your Reference : 


30th January, 1948. 
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SECRET 


Dear Beith, 

You asked me on the telephone what alternative 
arrangements were contemplated should crude oil from Iraq 
be denied to Haifa refinery. 


It is difficult to give a precise answer to 
this question as there are so many imponderables of which 


to take account. 


-:aouasafay 


The crude throughput of the refinery is 4,000 , O00 
tons per annum, of which 2,000,000 tons is received direct 
from Kirkuk by pipe-line. A further 4,000,000 tons of Iraq 
oil is transported to the refinery by sea from the Tripoli 
terminal of the I.P.C. line and the remaining 4,000,000 tons 
is received by sea from the Persian Gulf (Kuwait). 


There are two ways in which the situation could 


be met. 


(1) To keep the refinery going by replacing 
Iraq crude by crude from the Persian Gulf. 


(2) To endeavour to step up the refining 
capacity at Abadan to meet the shortage 
of refined products, on the assumption 
that Haifa refinery ceased to operate 
wholly or partially. This would take some 


months. 
/In 
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J.GS. Beith, Hsq., 
Foreign Office, 
Downing St. S.W. 1. 
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| In both cases the difficulty would be to find 
the additional tanker tonnage required owing to the 
“additional 3,000 miles that either crude or refined pro=- 
ducts would have to be transported, As we are already 
deficient in tanker tonnage, it would seem that the 
inevitable result of the denial of Iraq crude to Haifa 
would be a serious dislocation in the British oil companies ' 
supply programme. Nor would this be only in the eastern 
Mediterranean since any requirements in that area that had 
to be met could only be met at the expense of other areas. 
A fall in the output of any refinery is in fact reflected 
throughout the world, 
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I enclose a statement showing what shipments 
have been made from Haifa during the period ist January 
to 30th November, 1947. 
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Yours sincerely, 


SENT 1 CePs. 
9 .. Ff8 1998 


Oe 
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SHIPMENTS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FROM HAIFA DURING JANU OVEMBER, 1 


Wotor spirit aes oi | ering §=| Light 
| ee | Diesel Oil Fuel Oil 
SECTION IJ - STERLING AREA. 


United Kingdom 135,051 ae | 19,496 
Gibralter 88, - - 
Malta 1359597 

Cyprus: . 

Bgypt 23,360 

Services a ah 

Looal - Civil & Military 
Bunkers 
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TO PALESTINE (Gen. SiP A. Cunninghem) 


FROM 3S. OF 5S.» COLONIES. 
Sent 16th January, 1948. 10,45 hrs. 
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Your telegram No. 51. 


S 


Haifa Refinery. 


An enquiry has been made vy Di, 
Secretary of the Palestine Arab Workers" 
at present spending 4 few months in this COUNULY , 
regarding steps he might tuke to intercede in Levann) 
benalt of menbers of his Society whe have peprosonsrs 
him that Gonsolidated Refineries are fo LLowi ng 3 
cf discharging their Arab workers and replacing — 
Fewe, We nas been informed that thers mao date. 
here to eonfima this report but te it woule be 
inveatigated and he would be advised on actian which 
was open toe him te wake. 


Gratetvl for your comments on 


to the line to be taven with Ehaltl. 


4 . 


Khelil also indicated that objects sf 
Kingdom ere 


ip touch witit tes 
their organi soured 


tlaye 
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Cypner 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


oh er) 
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x ee 
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Min, oF Buscl and Pover: 


FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Bir A. Cunningham) 


a Sota January; 194B6 
Ra 20 12,50 ners. 


REDO prea ets Wy ae te 8 ORV TOR PH eg er 


Tle ges 


WE Ene 


lak tae ca av 2 Paw + hay ; . aes inet 
dah t 8 ri ee oe 44 5 ka . ; se thw bee 


as aa Ee 8 4s pray 


sha: 


i Vas ss atc my 


AG, 
Sees 7 


ot eae > eevee 


one bf 


oe 


weyeee 
fds 


PAM OY, 


we a 
n, at 


COooy sent tore 


Sede Gall 


(Petroleum Divn.) 


4 


Foroien Owtice 
War SEfice 
54% 


Ad G, Th. i a. 


ga 


‘ Re, Wilishe, 
perth, 


Ly Rodda. 


wt 
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gol, Gharteris, 


Ya 
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Parliamentary Question 


4 FES 1948 


% =. Mr. Low,—To ask the Secretary of State for Air, what is the tonnage of R.A.F. stores and 


ANSWIDTA 


ees 


on 8 


crea ep oe 


oe 


equipment now in Palestine ; and how much is to be evacuated prior to August 1948 


Air Ministry's draft reply. 
There were about 25,000 tons of R.A.F. 


stores and @quipment in Palestine on lst 
Jdaunuury. Some 2,500* tons ure being 
uecluréu to the Ministry of Supbly for 
disvosal, unu it is hoped to evacuute the 
rest before August, 195, 


*400 vehicles, 


28 JAN i449 Wednesduy, Jan. 28th. 


Sores 


: 
' 
g 
i 
i 
t 
: 
‘ 
i 

‘ 


Eastern Dept. do not like the Air Ministry's 
proposed draft reply. They have redrafted 
it as follows:- 


There were about 25,000 tons of R.A.F. 
stores and equipment in Palestine on 18st 
January and it is hoped to evacuate almost 
the whole of this before August, 1948. 

The question of the disposal of any 
equipment that may remain is at present 


under consideration. 


Stores and Equipment, 
Palestine 


tor. Mr. A. R. W. Low asked ine 
Secretary of State for Air what is the 
tonnage of R.A.F. stores and equipment 
now in Palestine; and how much is to be 
evacuated prior to August, 1948. 


Mr. A. Henderson: There were about 
25,000 tons of R.A.F. stores and equip- 
ment in Palestine on 1st January, and it 
is hoped to evacuate almost the whole of 
this before August, 1948. The question 
of the disposal of any equipment that may 
remain is at present under consideration. 
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@ FOREIGN OFFICS, S.W.1. 


27th January, 1948. 


Dear Laurie, 
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You will remember that, in the 
’ ce 
Secretary of State 8 absence, 
ques tions about Palestine have to 
be referred to the Prime Minister. 


Attached is a draft reply 


j n 
repared by the Air Ministry, oY 
Dich we were consulted, and which 


is down for tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Sir O. Sargent would rather see 
the version marked ‘A\ Mr. 
Henriker has suggested that We. 
should have the Prime Minister s 


comments. 
ia emer Cpe 
pln 


(@.P.m. Reddaway. ) 


-:a.uasafay 


Ppumphrey Sq. 
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10, Botening Street, 
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inank you Lor your dtetter of the 27th January 
Oenclosint: Cralt..reul Les co-LOree: -eriianentiery esti: 
down ror tonorrow, «ednesday. 
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Thank you for your letter of the e/th January 


enclosing draft replies to three rarliaementeary .uestlons 


aqown Tor tomuorrow, wednesday. 


‘ne k:ime ..inister has enproved Hastern Tepartiuent's 
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of Defence's drart re ly to the third ‘juestion (Sir 
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House will agree that the troops are 
cari ying out their difficult task in a meaner 
deserving of the nhishest comnenda CaO. 


A revisec directive to the u.0.C. Falestine 
coverins the perio 15th wey - lst August nas 
been drawn up: out has not yet been submitted 


Lo the Derence Cormittes. After the ...andate 
has been given up ine troops in ralestine will, 
of course, oe concerned on ily with evacuating 


themselves anu their stores. 
‘he rime siinister prefers tris second draft to the 


one orizinelly subitted under your letter. 
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$lst January, 1948 


13530 QY0D3N JDIN8Ng 


Dear Beards, 


tr, Tow has a question on the order VPaper 

for answer on Monday, 2nd Feb "y, addressed 

to the “inister of Transport asking for what 
scheduled 


tonnage of Service Departments’ stores, 
to be evacuated from eae will shipping be 


in each month of 194 


sport have consulted 
en below has been 


6; Mf 
Colonial office. 
office = gather 
secretary of o approved, but 


aUaLa fay 


since,as you know, the Foreign Secretary 1S away 
and iy winister is in his constituency, we 

cannot consult Mr. Bevin or Mr. Alexander in 

eet aps tn these circumstances [ am passing 

he draft answer to you with the & estion 

that you should lay 1t pefore the Prime inister. 


The draft answer 1S as follows: - 


"Tt would not be in the public interest 
to disclose details of the evacuation plans 


while the operation is in progress, ae 
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wintstry 18 ec annin, 7 tO maken 

ng is 8 ava lable 
the quantity of pring required by 
the Service  e epartnents cor’ their 
planned evacuation of stores from 
“alastine.*" 


_ 2 am Sending copies ou. this 
Dickinson, “atson, and ? McAlpine, router to 


-:aQuasafay 


Yours sincerely, 


RICHARD F. WOOD 
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10, Downing Street, 
| Whitehall, S.W.1. 
Ist February, 1948. 
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In Beards' absence I am replying to your 


~:aduasafay 


letter of the 3lst January containing a draft 


‘gnswer to a Question put down by Mr. Low for 


Monday, 2nd February. 


The Prime Minister approves the draft 


answer. 


I am sending copies of tnis letter to 


Dickinson, Watson and McAlpine. 
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Ministry of Defence. 
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% 16. Li : ; _ ,, 
. Lacutenant-Colonel Sir Thomas Moore.—Fo ask the Minister of ence, if it is sti 

: : ee : S » H # is still the 

intention of His Majesty’s Government to retain our troops in Palestine until 31st August ; 

and what instructions he has now issued as to their behaviour during the period concerned. 


| Msywrrta 28 JAN 104g / 
eee f Ministry of Defence draft reply. 
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or His Majesty's Government to complete 

the withdrawal, now in progress, of the 

British troops from Palestine by lst August. 

“aS to the second part of the Question, 

no instructions have been issued by His 

Majesty's Government varying the role of 
ny SOUS E Te the British forces pending the completion 
of the evacuation, and I um sure the House 
will agree thut the troops sre currying 


out their ailficult tusk in w munner 


deserving of the highest commendation, 


%101. Sir Peter Macdonald—To ask the Mini ) her 
ae inister of Defence, whethe decisi F 
reached regarding our new Middle East Base ; and if he will nek a eae ve —— 


a. v. ae 


Ministry of Defence draft repl 


No, Sir. 


wednesday Jun. 28th, 


aS already announced, it is the intention 
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To ask the Minister of Defence, if it is 
Still the intention of His Mapsty's Government to 
retain our troops in Palestine until Slst August; 
and what instructions he has now issued as to 
their behaviour during the period concerned. 
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AS already announced, it is the intention of 
His Majesty's Government to complete the withdrawal, 
now in progress, of the British troops from valestine 
by lst August. As to the second part of the question, 
no instructions have been issued by His Majesty's 
Government varying the role of the Lritish forces 


oY 


aDuauas 


pending completion of the evacuation; I am sure 
the House will agree that the troops are carrying 
out their difficult task in a manner deserving of the 


highest comnendation. 
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AS has already been announced, August lst is the 
date by which it is planned to complete the evacuation | 
of our forces from Palestine, As regards the function: | 
of the forces remaining in Palestine until that date, 

I would refer the tion. and gallant ijember to the 
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NOONO1 


“-HLIA ATIWOIHAVHDOLOHd G39NDON d3d 
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speech made by my right hon. friend the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on llth December 1347. I am 
sure the House will agree that the troops are carrying 
out their difficult task in a manner deserving or the 
highest commendation. 
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Forces, Palestine (Functions) 


46. Sir T. Moore asked the Minister of 
Defence if it is still the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to retain our troops 
in Palestine until rst August; and what 
instructions he has now issued as to their 
behaviour during the period concerned. 


Mr. Alexander: As has already been 
announced, Ist August is the date by 
which it is planned to complete the 
evacuation of our Forces from Palestine. 
As regards the functions of the Forces 
remaining in Palestine until that date, I 


would refer the hon. and gallant Member 
to thé speech made by my right hon. 
Friend the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on r1th December, 1947. I am 
sure the House will agree that the troops 
are carrying out their difficult task in a 
manner deserving of the highest com- 
mendation. 


Sir T, Moore: Of course, Mr. Speaker, 
the House agrees with the right hon. 
Gentleman, but in view of the fact that 
Jewish terrorists have apparently inten- 
sified their murderous attacks on British 


troops, will not the Government reconsider 
their decision, and evacuate them sooner 
than rst August? 


Mr. Alexander: | have nothing on that 
point to add to my answer. 


Mr. S. Silverman: In view of the 
developments in Palestine since the speech 
referred to, can my right hon. Friend 
say whether the Government propose to 
continue their policy in Palestine of making 
no distinction whatever between those who 
are defending the United Nations decision 
and those who are attacking it? 


Mr, Speaker: The Question merely deals 
with the retention of troops and nothing 
else. 


Mr. Emrys Hughes: Is the Minister 
aware of the statement made in today’s 
paper that 500 cases of Scotch whisky 
were seized by Arabs in a train held up 
yesterday, and will he consider making 
arrangements to ban these exports? 


Mr. Speaker: The Question has nothing 
to do with Jews or Arabs, but is about 


our troops. 
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‘ Thank you for sending me the alternative 


391440 Q4¥0934 D1T8Ng 


draft reply to Sir Thomas ' oore's Question, put 

down for tomorrow, which you have recommended to the 
Minister of Defence. The Prime Minister likes this 
alternative better than the original, and I am so 
informing the Foreign Office. 
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Richard wood, Esa., 
Hinistry of Defence, 
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The circulation of this paper has been strictly; 


It is issued for the personal use ol.......... 


TOP SECRET 
ee 


C.0.5. (48) 22(0 


26TH JANUARY, 1948 


CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE 


ist Monthly Progress Report on the Evacuation 
of' Palestine - Period 1 Dec to 1 Jan 


General Progress of Withdrawal (As at 7 Jan) 


1. The withdrawal is proceeding satisfactorily in 
accordance with Plan 'A't, except for some initial delay in 
evacuation of stores from Haifa which was due to temporary 
shortage of shipping. ‘Civil disturbances have not impeded 
the course of evacuation of personnel and stores. Some 
difficulty, which may increase, is however being experienced 
through the congestion at the vort due to the reluctance of 
the civilians to clear imports from it. 


2. The evacuation of GAZA Civil District (less RAFA) which 
is Phase I of the plan of withdrawal is in progress and is 
duc to be completed by 29 February (see Map). 


Details of Evacuation of personnel, stores and vehicles 


Ae Units withdrawn from Palestine up to 7 Jan are shown on 
MaDe. 


ue Diagrams arc attached at Appendix 'A' showing:- 


(a) Service personnel alrcady evacuated and total to 
be evacuated (as at 7 Jan). 


Tonnage of Army and R.A.i*, svores already moved, 
and totul to be moved. : 


Number of Army and R.A.F. vehicles already 
evacuated and tetal to be evacuated. 


Amount of ammunition and exolosives already 
destroyed and total amount to be destroyed 


Casualties 
De Service casualties during the period were as follows: 


Killed 41 Officer and 23 O.KS. 
Wounded 92 ALL Ranks. ? 
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@ Progress in disbandment of Transjordan Frontier Force 


6. On 15 January all units of the TIPF in Palestine were 
withdrawn to Transjordan preparatory to disbandment. Control 
of this force will revert from the War Office to the Colonial 
Office on 1 February, 


Progress in evacuation of Families 


Te Only three women have been evacuated during the period. 
There still remain 69 wemen 48 children of whem 6 women and 
1C children sre civilian Poamilies whose evacuation is a 
military responsibility. 


Shicping 


8, Although some cxtra Shipping was made available it was 
not possible in the time to obtain sufficicnt to meet the 
full demands of the pian during this period. More Shipping 
is now becoming available and it is hoped to show a 
SonSiderable increase of tonnage moved in January (see 
diagram II, Appx 'a'), 


Railways 


9. Rallways are working well and to aa acity. 
g y 
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general review of progress of dis osals 


-:aduaafay 


10, The percentage of camps and hired installations 
released during the period are as follows:- 


(a) GAZA Sub District 
(b) East Palestine Sub District 
(c) Worth Palestine District 


(d) South Palestins District 
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PALESTINE 


Scale !: 500,000 ‘or 8 miles to I inch 


" MILES 5 0 5 - 10 15 


a eT Oe a) eS Eee Se eee Re eeeereeeS | 


Railways, standard gauge wmx-me 


” >» Marrow eruge ee ee 


Mocor Roads._._..._.-....-. 


EVACUATION or FORMATIONS ano UNITS 


Period 'Dec.47- (Jan. 48. 


MAJOR UNITS 
Evacuated during Period 


58 Med. Regt. 
8/ Fa. Regt. 
2 Pare Bn. disbanded 


NOTE .- 

RED (a2) Phases of Plan oF Withdrawal 
Showing dates by which each Phase 
should be completed. 

(0) Fornations and units evecuaird. 
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5 FER 1948 J 


Cabinet Office, 
Great George Street, 
Se We le 


3rd February, 1948. 


Dear ikuck, 


Disposal of Warlike Stores in 
Overscas Theatres 


You will reeall thet at the Illegal Immigration 
Working Party meeting on HNondeay, 2nd February, I said I 
would lock intu the question of what arrangements existed 
for the dispesel of surplus warlike stores in overseas 
theatres, and in particular whether such arrangements 
adequately safefuarded the possible sale of British | 7 | 
surplus. werlike stores te Poereien firms ceting ‘on. pehnalt 
of Jewish or Arnb organisations in Palestine. 
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{ attach at Annex a note on the existing arrangements 
from which it will be sSeun that demands for warlike stores 
are carefully scereencd in London before provision is 

vee npreed. Furthermore, in cversens theatres, warlike stores 
WRICH “GPC Surclus to Mili tery Pequircricnts are 
demilitarised (cr destroyed) before local Ministry of 
Supply representatives take them over. Thus in theory 
Ministry of Supply rerresentstives overseas do not handle 
transactions affecting warlike stores, sinee it is the 
responsitility cf Service Ministrics in Londcn to censure 
thet all such stcres ere fully demilitarised befcre 
trensfer tc the Ministry of Supply fcr disposal. 


-:32uasafay 


It would therefcre aopesr that lcecal Ministry of 
SUuUnD Ly PeprCcSentelives 127 UVErscas Theatres ore Not 
resvensible for Jefining the term "warlike stores" since 
all the steres hendlcc: by them have been demilitarised 


and are thus nenewarlilcte. 
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ALTNCUR: ok Hie oe. & S DOGLEIOnN 2G net fully 
Saropusrded. 1 Sucecst thet. wl LS little. more we can.dc 
LM Ghee Mo tuer 2G VrCScits ‘Ministry of Supply ere 


de 


fully sauisticd thet cxistinre arrengemcnts are entirely 
Alt Ul. thoy “eo. ECCpine = ‘carerul woven.on 


- 


NOONOT 


OIE OCUL TC, 
; TO! eG a 
tT me Sontine copies <f This Mate t-belth- of the 
MOPGIAY Cer eCy Teno ties Salome UETICe, Rennie cf 
the tinistry .f Transpert, Dedds uf the Admiralty, 


Sehoerr anc oi1ines 
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Yours. scincercly, 


fi 


/ a 


aX 


Pipe tom wWorlike stores ore 
teofcre provisicn is agree 


ANNEX 


Hote un the Disrc.sal cf Viar like 
Storcs in Overseas Theetres 


forcien govermnents cr Force 
enrefully sereened in Lenden 
The points watehed ere: 


Ait Aenonds Trem 


(2) Will their previsica prejudice the British 
Servieo requircments; 

(db) Will their provisicn embarrass us, cLther 

militarily or peliticeally; 


‘(c) Are the items necessary in the Light of the vole 
which wo cnvisars fur the forces concerned. 
Mis Wa lids wir ticulerly “re countries where we 


iw) CAs 
are committed to assist in the development or 


trainin: of armed forces. 


avyster for ccaline with these demands has recently 
cea up negotiations and to take intc 
cunt the further oretrlenm of recpening preducticn when 
reanis conn t be ict from existing service stocks. In the 
e eopried -ut within the fsinistry 
Orriee if there wos 


ie at 


a sereconing wt 
onecrned, whe consulted the PEPCLE i 
joble te te ony y.litical es jeetitne in eddition, in the 
C + Midale Best cvuntrics, the Forcirn Office were 
esneultos arnicuLetel, eyier te delivery to eneurc the 
oe La bac sel ch.jeetion te the date selected. 

& standing inter-corsartmentcl cormittce is now being 

ne a Subecommittec cf the Joint Wer Preducticn Start > 
oe Chairmen and Secretary, and with 
Ao0vartments, Ministry ef 


RG 


pag. 


710O FO 


Cc 
> 


winistry cr petonce 
represcontativcs et 
Saou l ys BOore ct ypoagury and Fereign Office. gk 
ego Rone Lor apron forces will be 
examined by the appre: Scorviec department in 
OS aourceprinte ) te sce whether they can ro met from stccks 
op whethor new pr iucticn ie necessary. The new ecmmittec 
balancin,, the soliticals wilitary and cecnemic factcrs. The 
A yucittee will then be ecnsulted. 

Tm the evenc lt disasreerent cet 

v3 nog f umeittec the case may, if the 
joint War Preducticon eae apy, De: referre:! oe 
Pones Coemmittce. 


tie Service 
jar ae anaes Fed Ge: Poa Grer ad 

future requcel: 
eonjunctivn with es Ministry ef Supply (ur the Aamiralty, 
will then decive whether .r net to receemmend supply, 
overseas New. tistions 

-etween the new committec end 
the Cverseas Ne tiaticons 

toHLoke NeCCe. 

Tic: St 


Lis (os pernris nonevarlixe oteres, the Service authorities 
OC eS fide Ese ALS LP Y (CE Surly, or, in cversvas 
tHoatres, Us Pape Ae oa Ly representative. ea 
nepmel eircumsrences Unt are hold bey the Services 
Hed 1 He RAIS Oy. wie. op the local representative 
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arronsces for sole. Warlikes steres which are surplus te 
requirements end cenn:t bo lispesed of as such are either 
destruyed or domiliterised ond dealt with in a similar 
ranner to noenewerlike stores. Thus the i:inistry of Susply 


or its representative  vercceas thecretically does not 
hendle troansacti ne .f stercs <f militery value. 

De The cverseces rooeresentutives cf the winistry cf Supply 
have genersl dirceticns from the sinistry rerarding the 
conditions ov disocsaal. For instance, they sre not 


[ettewee tc sell. cirerart exece:t on instructions frcem 


Loné:n; they must ecnsidcr British tradins intcrests and 
eonsult rervresentetiv cf leeal ccovernmnents and trade 
cpranisnticns; thoy shouli vive pricrity cf nurchase tc 


leesl guvernments end a2escrtisents. Finclly they shculd 
eveiad sellins conythin. te searties which are likely te fcrm 
sides in 2 lceesl diszute, thus causing an cmbarrassment te 
His Mejesty's Government. The difficulty in afplying this 
consideration will &c eocrecinted since, ne matter whet the 


eredentiels of the wrivinel purcheser, there can be ne 
cuereantce that tne meteriel will net find its way inte the 


hends cf “undesireble” cortices by sursequent resale. 


Oe The wmesiticn in Sslectine requires syecial treatment 
in thet there will »oe « quantity cf equinment surplus te 
Serviec requirements and else cqulipment which, thcuch 
require. uy us, camnct we eveacunted in the time aveilable. 
The Latter eatecery cf course will be meinly warlike stores. 
Aeain there is neither the time ner the mon available tc 
Jemiliteris. any lorree guentity <f warlike stores, thus 


eneblin: them te be dismcso2t of thrcush the Ministry of 
Suncly re roesentctivece 


UN 


[Te Ir. view ~-f the seceisl circumstsncees the Ministry of 
Defenes sent: ut Genercl iHewer te sive whet advice and 
assistenece he ce uld on the spote 


yoy 
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WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH ADMINISTRATION 
ne 


Memo. by Secretary af State for the Colonies. 


The United Nations Commission have been 


informed,and it has been publicly announced, 


that it is our intention to terminate British 


391450 QY093Y¥ JITENg 


civil administration in Palestine on the 
15th May 1948. The possibility of advancing 


this date was recently re-examined by me in 


conjunction with the Secretary of State for 


aJuasaflay 


Foreign affairs and the Minister of Defence, 
and we reached the conclusion that the 
repercussions on the military plan of selecting 


an earlier date could not be accepted. 


Ze British civil administration is still 


being maintained over the whole of Palestine, 


and it ig not the gresem intention to close 
down any Depai*tment before the termination 
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of the Mandate. In the present disturbed 
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conditions, however, the range and effective- 
ness of certain departmental functions are 
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necessarily restricted and difficulty is 


being encountered through the reluntance of 
$f maa Pro 


Apetestinien staff to report for duty 
through fear of moles ty 
the other community. This 


has been most noticeable in 
mew 


aGhough in the last/®, weeks improvement in 
/ the 


attendances of local staff has been 


cont inuous. 


3- Although full responsibility is 
mefntained by the Mandatory Government, 
steps are being taken to devoive certain 
functions of government on the local 
inhabitants. Palestinians are being 
@ppointed to perform the duties of British 
administrative officers as the latter proceed 
on leave. Legislation is being prepared to 
give local authorities wider powers, 6.g., of 
taxation, and certain essential public 
utilities are being handed over to them 

In the field of public security local 
arrangements are also being made. British 
police have been withdrawn from the Tel-Aviv 
area and, except for divisional headquarters, 


from Nablus, Hebron, Jericho, and certain 


isolated police posts in northern Palestine. 


In the former area responsibility for internal 
security has been handed over to a Jewish 
Guerd Force maintained by the Jewish Agency 
and in the latter districts responsibility 
is carried by the arabs of the Palestine 
Police Force under British canmand. In 
these Arab areas the local police have been 
reinforced by some British troops for general 
security. An srab Municipal police force 
has been set up in Jaffa and arrangements 
are in hand for establishing similar forees 
in 18 other Arab towns. By the end of 
February it is hoped to have formed in 
Jerusalem a Municipal police force of 

/ 600, 
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; C Ge 


qed . - we 4 a ace 
6 
600, half Jew and halfarab. A sna 
Scheme for the enrolment of armed apeeial 
constables to police Arab villages has been 
etarted. All these forces remain under the 
direetion of the inspector-General of Police 
and will only pasa fully to local control 
On the termination of the Mandate. 


4. The evacuation of British officials 
and their families has begun. Since 

the bt February, 51 British officials, 

and 12 wives and 5 children of British 
officials have left Palestine. 370 berths 
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have been reserved tor British officers of 


~:392uasafay 


the Adwhinistration and their families for Bh ee a. 


February and during March and ApPil 200 
will sail every fortnight from Haifa, The 


balance of 400 will leave Palestine in 
Smaller contingents by vessels carrying 

the orange crop and by air. It is 
intended that all British wives and children 
of officials shall be out of the country one 
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month before the termination of the Mandate.7 
The commercial activity of the country has 


NOQNO1 


been severely restricted, Labour difficul- 


ties have been encountered where Arabs and 
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Jews normally work together and there is 
cOnsequently some congestion in Haifa and 
Jaffa ports. The citrus export programme 
is somewhat behind schedule but prospects 

of completion are fair if the present rate 
is maintained. The export of citrus is 

not impeding the plannea Military withdrawal. 

Railways continue to operate but road 


/ transport ee oe _ po _ ! | 


transport is considerably restricted, ae ee oe a, | : > 
Difficulty is being experienced thr ough | | 
the shortage of oil fuel me to the 
temporary at the Haifa refineries. 
ws 

Wo @i@ emall scale) wis Fesumed]on the 
22nd Zanuary and if there are no further 
Set-backs full podustion should be 
attained within 3 weeks. 


G- ‘There is a noticeable decline in the 
cOllection of revenue. AS the assesment 


of the terminal liabilities of the Palestine 
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Government proceeds, it is becoming evident 
that its available balances will not suffice 
to meet all commitments. A deficit of at 
deast £4,000,000 is exp ected. This can 


be(mainly lattriputeg) to heavy expensek 


involed in meeting the costs of the Cyprus 


-:aduasafay 


camps and in payment of terminal benefits 


to Goverment servants,. 


¥V. Units of the Transjordan Arab Legion 
in Palestine ,who are to be returned to 
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Transjordan before the termination of the 


civil government ,are employed in static 


NOQNO? 


mot 
guard and escort duty andfin dealing with 


communal disorders. Disarment and disband- 
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ment of the Transjardan Frontier Force has 

now begun at its base at Zerka in 

Trans jor dan, Trans jordanians and Syrians 
will be discharged there and will not 

enter Palestine. Egyptians and Palestinians 
Will be discharged at Samkh in Palestine. 

it is intended to repatriate to their countries 
of origin all those members of the Force 


~ _ a a) 7 coe Se 7 TIRES. Tee enn oe Lhe ar - a 


who are not Palestinians. 

% Prospects of improvement in the 
Security al tuation are not good. Conflict 
in Jerusalem has subsided and there is some 
hope that the situation there will not 
deteriorate wnless some serious act of 
provocation is committed by one of the 
communities. The general situation is 
mich complicated by the recent entry freon 
neighbouring arab States of large bands 
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of trained guerillas, A ferce of 

some 300 from Syria has established itself 
in the hills of Galilee and a second large 
band of same 700 has entered Samaria via 
Tv ans jordan. This latter band is now 


-:a2uaiafay 


reported to have been reinforced by a contin=e 
gent of same 900 which has also entered via 
Transjordan,. Arab governments appear both 
powerless and unwilling to restrict the 
movements of these armed bands and the 

nature of the Palestine land frontiers, 
together with the other cannitments of the 
security forces,makes it impossible for the 
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Pelestine Government to be certain of denying 
entry to such bands. The present policy 
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of the invaders is to disperse amongst the 
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villages on their arrival and consegiently 
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they do not present a formed body which can 
be driven out by our forces. Should a 
major engagement occur between the security 
forces and these armed bands within Palestine 


the consequences are bound to be grave. 
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SEs 467, 47 
CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
JERUSALEM. 


22nd December, 1947. 


GIUNERAL NOTICE CONFIDENTIAL NO. 2. 


Subject > COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION REGARDING GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTIVITIES TO PUBLIC BODIES. 


Certain heads of departments have already been approached by representatives 
of the Vaad Lemmni, and it is believed that others will be im the near future, with 
requests for information, relating to the organisation and activities of their re- 
spective departments, which may be of use in connection with the possible establish- 
ment of a Jewish state. 


ms 


2. ft is clearly the duty of the Government of Palestine to avoid doing anvy- 
thing that may frustrate a successor Government: but at the same time it must 
be remenibered that the mtention is that the Administration should be transferred, 
hot to suecessor Governments, but toa Commission of the United Nations. While 
therefore alk information possible concerning Government activities will have 
to be given to this United Nations Cotumission, who will be under obligation to 


set Up successor Governments, it is necessary to exercise Cire as to the form: in which 


It is given to other parties, particularly those having an mterest in the composition 
and powers of one or other of the successor Governments. 


3. ‘Phe enquiries referred to should be dealt with on the following Imes. A 
Department should decline to give information regarding the division of expenditure 
or staff between the areas of the proposed Arab and Jewish States, but should be 
ready to furnish to aay responsible enquirer at comprehensive picture of its activities 
in the whole of Palestine. showing the distribution of stall, the regional organisation 
of the Department and any other information (aot of a Secret or Confidential 
nature) relating to the whole of Palestine that may be requested and may reason- 
ably be given. Tt will no doubt be possible for the recipient of this informittion 
to make approxmuately correct deductions, but itis the form in which the iforma- 
tion is given that is of importance. ‘Phere may be requests from Arab bodies as 
well as Jewish for those particulars and it is desivable that they should be given 
the sme composite ifornuttion without any attempt on our part to mdicate an 
allocation as between the proposed States, which would forestall and might pre- 
yudice the work of the Commission. 


H. L. G. GURNEY 
Chicf Secretary. 
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[This telegram is of 
retained 


Cypher/OTP 


particular secrecy and should be 


the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
DEPARTMENTAL 


FROM N&W YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No, 522 De 2.06 p.m. February 4th,1948. 
February 4th,1948, R. 7.50 pom. February 4th,1948, 


Repeated to Washington Saving. 
SECRET 


Addressed Foreign Office (For Commonwealth Relations 
Office 


For Cumming=-Bruce from East. 
Your letter of January 27th. 


secretary of State has been asked to give an interview 
to the "New York Times" on the Commonwealth and the first 
question relates to Palestine. Cadogan thinks it might 
be useful if he made the following answer. ould you 
please obtain necessary clearance and advice whether it 
should be given or not. 


2. Question: Will Great Britain's strategical 
position be weaker in the Middle East when her forces have 
withdrawn from Palestine? Answer: Some peop? have 
believed and many people have said that Britain's acceptance 
of the Palestine mandate was due to her desire to have 
another strong military base in the kastern Mediterranean. 

It is of course true that in 1941 while we stood alone 
against Hitler's Germany and Mussolini's Italy with Greece 
as our only fighting ally the presence of our forces in 
Palestine elped us to hold Hitler's viotorious march in 
check, Had they not been there Hitler would certainly have 
taken Syria, Iraq and perhaps Persia and might have been at 
the back door to the Caucasus before his troops attacked 
Russia from the west. Incidentally he would have over- 

run the national home, But the truth is that the "strategic" 
motive had nothing to do with our acceptance of a mandate 

in Palestine. We hoped that we could help to create a 
national home with bog beret noe from both Jews and Arabs. 
Hitler‘’s war destroyed that hope as it destroyed so much 
else. Our mandate in Palestine becom an intolerable 
burden and when others have taken over our responsibilities 
that can only be a great relief, 


[Ends J 


Foreign Office please pass to Commonwealth Relations 
FEB 


Office. 
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE id 
DOWNING ST., S.W.1. 


6th February, 1948 


* oo i ie 
rt ork 


‘ 
. 


a 
. 


pre pkey 


£ 


Dear Be@ley, i 


yf) 
~OFEE 
I enclose a copy of a message I have ‘had 
from NewYork about a proposed statement by 
my Secretary of State to the New York Times 


on Palestine. 


on ead 
eS 


Will you please let me have your 
observations? 


In accordance with the Prime Minister's 
direction I am clearing the proposed terms 
of the statement with the Foreign Secretary, 
the Minister of Defence and the Colonial 
secretary personally. 


I have asked Watson at the Colonial 
Office and #¥ood at the Ministry of Defence to 
arrange for any necessary clearance at the 
official level in their respective departm nts. 


Yours sincerely, 
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[This telegram is of particular sic and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cy phe r/OTP DEPARTMENTAL 
Fadi. Na; YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No, 522 De 2,06 pem February 4th,1948, 


February 4th,1948, R. 7.50 pea. February 4th, 1948, 


Repeated to ‘;ashinge toa Saviag. 


SECRET 


_ addressed Foreign Office (#or Commonwealth Relations 
OQificey télepram 0. 302 “sbruary 4th, repeated washington 


saving. 
[Begins ] ‘id 


For Cumming-Bruce from Hest. 
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Your letter of Janusry 27th. 


secretary of State has been asked to pris an interview 
to the "New York Times" on the Commonwealth and the first 
question rclates to Palestine. Cadogan thinks it might 

be useful if he made the following answer. Would you 
please obtain necessary clearance end advice whether it 
Should be given or not. 


2e Question: Will Great Britain's strategical 
position be weaker in the liddle East when her forces have 
withdrawn froin Palestine? inswer: Some people have 
believed ond iaany people have scid that Britain's acceptance 
of the Palestine mandate was duc to her desire to have 
cnother strong military bese in the Zastern Mediterranean, 
It is ov course truce tost in 1941 while we stood alone 
egeinst nitler's eeueny end mussolini's Italy with Greece 
es our only fighting ally the presence of our forces in 
Palestine helped us to hold Hitler's victorious march in 
cheak, Had they not been there Hitler would certainly have 
teken Syric, Ireq and perhrps Persie and might have been at 
the back door to the Caucasus before his troops attacked 
Russie from the west. Incidentally he would have over- 
run the national home, Sut the truth is that the "strategic" 
motive had nothing to do with our acceptance of a mandate 
in Palestine. We hoped that we could ee to create a 
National home with co-operation from both Jews and Arabs. 
Hitler's war destroyed that hope as it destroyed so much 
Gisé, Our mandate in Palestine becam an intolerable 
burden and when others have taken over our responsibilities 
that can only be a great relief, 


{Ends } 


Yoréign Office please pass to Commonwealth Relations 
Office, . 


[Copies scnt to the Commonwealth xelations Office ] 
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Rewind cence Tebee’s Stee 
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Erna SER ey - 


Thank you for your letter of the 6th February, 
about the statement on Palestine w.ieh it is sugges ted 
Hr. Noel-Baker should make to the “New York Times". 


i heve consulted my Secretary of State who 
Suggests that it would be aa improvement if the 
sentence beginning "Hitler's war....." were omitted 
anc 1f the following were substituted for the last 
sentence "Our mandate .... relief"s= 


“¥or a variety of reasons the administration 
of the mandate in later years has become an 
intolerable burden for the United Kingdom 
Our contribution to vralestine has been 
considerable and it will be a great relief 
when others assume responsibility tor the 
country”. 


Iam sending copies of this letter to 
koberts at the Foreign Office and ood at the 
Ministry of Defence, who will perhaps let you 
know direct whether the Foreign Sec: etary and the 
Hinister of befence agree with iir.Creech Jones’ 
ame@nc tent. I am also sending s copy of tiis to 
HNeleby. 


Yours slncercl] 


(Sgd.) ND. watsoz 


rivate vceretary. 


The Honourable 
fei, Cumcing-Bruce 
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE. 
DOWNING S., SW. Mea 
IMMEDT ATE 6th February, 1948 fp : 
Dear Roberts, 
I enclose a copy of a telegram from New York 
Suggesting terms in which my Secretary of State proposes 


he might give a reply to a question on Palestine for 
publication in the New York Times. 


39143530 0490934 DITENg 


‘fb Is | |e ff 


In accordance with the Prime Minister's direction 
that any public announcemert concerning Palestine 
by. a member of the Government should be cleared personally 
with the Foreign Secretary, the Minister of Defence and | 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, I should be | 
glad if you would let me know wether the Foreign Secretary 
approves the proposed terms of the reply. 
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I am writing in sinilar terms to Wood at the 


Ministry of Defence and Watson at the Colonial Office, x 7 
have Ceul A Copy g Mus lly bo Velsby x 1s Ridsdale, 
, to copy oy Ma 1 leqra un LOUrS Sincerely, ifs Beeley 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained y the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cy pher/OTP DEPARTMBNTAL 
P20. NE) YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No, 522 De 2.06 poem. February 4th,1948. . 


February 4th,1346. R. 7230 Det. February 4th,1948. 


Repeated to i;ashington Saving. 


SECRET 


- Addressed Foreign Ort ice (For Commonwealth Relations 
Office) telegram 10. doe ~cbruary 4th, Tepeated washington 
Savilnge 


[Begins ] 
For Cumming-Bruce from sast. 


Your letter of January 27th. 


secretary of State has been asked to give an interview 
to the "New York Times" on the Commonwealt and the first 
question relates to Palestine. Cadogan thinks it might 
be useful if he made the following answer, Would you 
please obtein necessary clearance and advice whether it 


should be given or not. 


2. Question: 11 Great Britain's strategical 
position be weaker in the Viddle East when her forees have 
withdrawn from Palestine? «answer: Some peo le have 
believed end many people have ssid that Brita n's acceptance 
of the Polestine mandate was duc to her desire to have 
onother strong military bese in the Zastern Mediterranean, 
Tt is ov course truc thst in 1941 while we stood alone 
sgeinst nitler's Germany cnd “ussolini's Italy with Greece 
es our oa” fighting ally the presence of our forces in 
Palestine oe us to hold Hitler's victorious march in 
cheek. Had they not been there Hitler would certainly have 
teken Syricn, reg and perhsps Persis and might have been 4 
the back door to the Csucasus before his troops attacked 
Russie from the west. Tacidentally he would have over- 
run the national home. aut the truth is that the ‘strategic 
motive had nothing to do with our acceptance of a mandate 
in Palestine. we hoped that we could help to create a 
national hone with ia eae fron both Jews and Arabs. 
Hitler's war destroyed that hope as it destroyed so much 
else, Our mandate in Palestine became an in olerable 
burden and when others have taken over Our responsibilities 


that can only be a great relief. 


[Ends J 

Foreign Office please pass to Commonwealth Relations 
Office, 

[Copies sent to the Commonwealth Relations Office } 
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Mr 

Mr. Syers 

i Charles Dixon 
Depy. U.S. of S. 
Permt. U.S. of S. 
Parly. U.S. of S. 


Secretary of State 


DRAFT. telegram 


IMMEDIATE 
U.K.Delegation 
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he tae Tes 


Further action. 
Distribution 


Aas on telegram 


under reference 
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For Last from Cumning-Bruce. 
Your telegram Noe 322. 


Secretary of State's interview with 


wew York Times. 


Terms of reply to New York Times question 


on Palestine still under consideration by 
lilnisters. 

ie hope to telegraph decision on Honday. 
lieanwhile we would be crateful if no 


-stefement is made. 
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national home with co-operation from both 
Jews and Arabs, and the strategic motive 

had nothing to do with our acceptance of the 
Mandate. Hitler's war destroyed that hope, 
as it destroyed so much else. Our Mandate 
in Palestine became an intolerable burden 
and in the face of the wishes of the people 
of that country, we have renounced it. 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFIC’ TO WEY YORK 
(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No. 550 
fth February, 1948 0D. 10.0 p.m 7th February, 1948. 


TiuittDIATE 
For Bast from Cumming-Bruce. 


Your telegram i]o. 322. 


Secretary of State's interview with ilew York 
Times. 


Terms of proposed reply to New York Times question 


on Palestine still under consideration by .iinisters. 


‘Te hope to telegraph decision on .sionday. .ieanwhile 
we would be grateful if no statement is made, 
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Parly. U.S. of S. 
Minister of State 


| Secretary of State SECRET 
DRAFT. ifs 
CYPHER TELEGRAM YOUR TELEGRAM 4TH FEBRUARY NOs 3226 g 
» FOR EAST FROM CUMMING BRUCE. BEGINS. 
U K DELEGATION 
, t " ~ 
oi NEy YORK “TIMES QUESTION ON PALESTINEs 
NEW YORK 
iv | 
TMMEDIATE AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION BY 
| | meas 
wd —] MINISTERS CONCERNED PRIME MINISTER HAS Sae2 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
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DEPARTMENTAL 


FROM FORMIGN OFFIC’ TO NEW YORK 


(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No 


February 10th, 1918, 
LidiRDIATE. 


SHORST, 


D. 9.38.pem. February 10th, 1948, 


Your telegram 4th February No, 322. 


Following for East from Cumming Bruce, 


Begins. 


New York "Times" question on Palestine, 


After careful consideration by iiinisters concemed 
Prime ifinister has decided that question should not 


(repeat not) be answered, 
reply does not really deal with 


He observes that proposed 
question and might 


lead to awkward supplementaries, and that there is in 
any case no obligation to answer such a question, 


iunds, 


[Copy sent to hiiddle Hast Secretariat. ] 


66666 


‘3914450 040934 
NOISS IWHY3d 1LNO 


NOQNO? 


JIT8Ad JHL 40 


2] 
my 
~v 
x 
oO 
Oo 
Cc 
oO 
m 
Oo 
v0 
=x 
Lo) 
+ 
Lo) 
o> 
x 
> 
me) 
= 
i-) 
> 
cf 
™ 
~< 
x 
o 
Ee 


auasafay 


— HdV¥YDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


38 OL LON 


t 
£ 


at 


oa 8 


With tha Ceoostiverts of the 1 1 ‘ cB 1948 
Under-Secreraiy of Stu.c lev Ons cawealth | ‘) 
ip alai®. This is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher (typex) message and f yw 


ae 
E 


the text must first be SpA aes if it is essential to communicate it 


to persons outside British and United States Government Services. 
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LO. s. ek, DELEG:.TION, NEW YORK 

(Sent to P.O. 3.20epem 10th February, 1948) 
IMMEDIATE 
Noe595 SECRET 
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Your telegram lth February Noe322. For Rast from 
Cumming Bruce.e. Begins: New York "Times" question on 
Palestine. After careful consideration by Ministers 
concerned Prime Minister has decided that question should 
not repeat na be answerede He opserves that proposed 
reply does not really deal with question and might lead to 
awkward Supplementaries, and that there is in any case no 
obligation to answer such a questions BEndse 


bere Y 


Copy to ¢ 
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Foreign Office Private Secretary 

lir. Beeley 
Colonial Office Private Secretary 
M/Defence Private Secretary 

Group Captain Stapleton 
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Coloniel Office, 
The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
S.W.1, 


2 pebruacy, 1948, 
My Reference 75872/159/48 


Your Reference 
h Reg Barbe 

The High Commissioner for Palestine hag drawn our 
attention to an Associated Press despatch from arthur Gavsahon 
Gatelined London 15th January, The despatch reada as follows: 
Following ara opening paragraphe:= “London Thursday, Palestine 
Government has recommended Britain ci rrender Mandate G weeks 
earlier than planned date 15th May, suthori tative Whitenadl 
sources reported today. British Administrators in Jerusalem 
fear that the whole machine of the Civil Govornment may collapses 


before i5th May because of continuing strife, sources 
Gisclosed, 


391430 0490934 9178Ng 


They added that half of Palestine Government's 32 
departments have already been demobilised for weeks et 2 time 
owing to insecurity; and that leas than one wonth’s supply 
remained of certain typea of fuel oils essential for tPANS Port » 
because os closure of refineries aftar massacre of Jewigh 
vorkers there", 


Aithough We aim inclined to think that the main 
theme of the derpatch, namely thai the Palestine Government 
anzious that the date oS termination of the Wendate shevld be 
advanced, 16 no more than a development of provious articles 
On Bimitiar lines which have apperred in the Times and Gi BERNE es 
the lass sentence certainly looks as if it waa drawn “rom the 
High Commeasioner's telegram No. 63%, axtracte of which vere 


a? 


circulated to normel recipients «f the “Paleetine dastrib 
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i vealise that owing to an eversaighi. th 
Was eirculated without proper security claesi Pic 
Secratary of State has Dowever instructed me to write to dray 
the attention of all reciplests sf this and other si:wilar 
telegrams in tha Peleatine sexies to the Gres: bwmportence cx 
not revealing to tne Press any op ® Of the Palestams 
GoOvemuent of any facte abou! ihe situeticoe ba Pehuctino - 
however iznocueps they mey appear of: the surtece .. withous 
GOnSUICavion with the Colonial Off 
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Parliamentartg. Questidn’ / 


% 2: Mr. Low,—To ask the Minister of Transport, for what tonnageref: or " ent stores 
Q3, scheduled to be evacuated from Palestine will shipping be fatafldble month of 
* 1948. [Monday 2nd February.} | 


oe a ot ne EE a Se aE BO ree Tee Lae tes 


dead wes 


9 FER 1948 MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DRAFT REPLY FOR 
" | i MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 


, : It would not be in the public 


ep 
ar ome 
a ae a 


interest to disclose details of the 
evacuation plans while the operation is 
in progress, but I can assure the hon. 
Member that my Ministry is arranging to 
make available the quartity of Shipping 
required by the Service Departments for 
their pla~ned evacuation of stores from 


Palestine. 


aIuasafay 


lame ows Comments ual ttainp torneo, 


% 47. Major Legge-Bourke,—To ask the Secretary of State for War, what tonnage and types of 
military stores have disappeared in Palestine during the past three months. [Tuesday 3rd 


WAR OFFICE DRAPT REPLY. 


Ae 98 Pe. Oo -, 


The information for which the hon. 


and gallant Member asks is not available 
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in the War Office and could rot be obtained 
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from the military authorities overseas in 


the form asked for witboub a disproportionate | 
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amount of work, 
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Service Stores, Palestine 
(Evacuation) 

23. Mr. A. R. W. Low asked the 
Minister of Transport for what tonnage of 
Service Department stores scheduled to 
be evacuated from Palestine will shipping 
be available in each month of 1948. 


aJuaiafay 


Mr. Barnes: It would not be in the 
public interest to disclose details of the 
evacuation plans while the operation is 
in progress, but I am arranging to make 
available the quantity of shipping required 
by the Service Departments for their 
planned evacuation of stores from 


Palestine. 


Mr. Low: Is the right hon. Gentleman 
satisfied that there is sufficient shipping 
for the plans, and has he recently had 
an application from the Service Depart- 
ments to increase the amount of shipping 
to be made available? - — wee. ->-- 


TG 
Gge 
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Military Stores, Palestine 


102. Major Legge-Bourke asked the 
Secretary of State for War what tonnage 
and types of military stores have dis- 
appeared in Palestine during the past three 
months. 


Mr. Shinwell: The information for which 
the hon. and gallant Member asks is not 
available in the War Office and could not 
be obtained from the military authorities 
overseas in the form asked for without a 
disproportionate amount of work. 
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. .Serviee Stores, Palestine 


%. 


LS (Evacuation) 


23. Mr. A. R. W. Low asked the 
Minister of Transport for what tonnage of 
Service Department stores scheduled to 
be evacuated from Palestine will shipping 
be available in each month of 1948. 


Mr. Barnes: It would not be in the 
public interest to disclose details of the 
evacuation plans while the operation is 
in progress, but I am arranging to make 
available the quantity of shipping required 
by the Service Departments for their 
planned evacuation of stores from 
Palestine. 


Mr. Low: Is the right hon. Gentleman 
satisfied that there is sufficient shipping 
for the plans, and has he recently had 
an application from the Service Depart- 
ments to increase the amount of shipping 
to be made available? 


Mr. Barnes: The answer to the first 
part of the Question is, ‘‘ Yes’’; the 
answer to the second part has already 
been given in my reply. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


he 


TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No, 347 D. 1.355 p.m. Sth February, 1948 
aioe e 9 e 

Re 7.05 pom. Sth Febru 1948, 
oth February, 1948. ss : mie 


Repeated to Jerusalen, 
Washington - Saving. 


repeated to Jerusalem and Saving to 


5th February, 
Washington. 


Your despatch E&.1083/8/G. 
Draft directive for G.0.C., Palestine. 


uly Pree. al comment on draft is that it does not 
make absolutely clear whether: 


(A) The Commission is to be allowed to exercise 
any civil authority in areas controlled by 
GeO.C., subject to latter's over-riding 
authorit 

or 


(B) Authority of Commission is automatically 
excluded from all such areas (which may from 
time to time be extended or decreased at dis-~ 
cretion of G.0.C.). 


A third possible interpretation is that 


(C) G.O.C. may from time to time invite Commission 
to exercise civil authority within areas in 
uestion, subject of course to his over-riding 
urisdiction. 


2. Interpretation (A) seems to be supported by 
reference in paragraph 4 to “other law and authority in 
these areas" and irst sentence of paragraph ll. In 
this connexion I should be grateful to know exact meaning 
of word "established"; e.g. does it refer to physical 

resence of Commission in Palestine or to some form of 


e facto assertion of latters authority? 


5. In any case it seems desirable that real 
intention of directive on this matter should be indicated 


beyond possibility of doubt, as this will obviously affect 
Commission's attitude towards the directive as a whole 
and towards such questions as collection of revenue and 


/expenditure 


y as and when he chooses to exercise it, 
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Despatched 


Draft. UK Beg 
New York. 


Telegram. 


(Date) ee: tel. Noe 7 | of February 16 Gh Re- 


Repeat to :— _ | peated for information to Jerusalem and 
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Washington. . 
Jerusalem . 


Your telegram No. 347 [of February 5th: 


Washington / "5 
L 


draft directive for G.0.C. Palestine]. 
to Gxtorwr : 


oan ge RR eee (A) is the correct one Bn ya , ; pe 2 . 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


b 


| | 
IV Oo srcccleceeneeces a ee Addressed to U.K. Delegation, New york, 
| 
' ‘i 
| 


and we consider that this emerges quite clearly SEAN ee core > 


from paragraph 4 of the directive. 
Se The word “established" in paragraph 11 
means "physically present in Palestine and 


*attempting to carry out its functions". It 


’ 


is not essential for the purpose of this 


assumption that the Commission's authority 


Cypher. should be fully effective. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


owO 
S32 
ee 
Cutrtior ee SEO 
oe 3. Ae-pegeards. ddvance consultation = 
Distribution :— pel La. wt. aut from duitureed Marner OS | 
the United Nations Zag 
World Organj- wl tplda 4 o36 ; 
Sation,”~ imbentad that the terms of the pa iors a when {25 : 
) it is finally approved here, should)be a zal | 
: aks | 
a matter for negotiation with the Commission, =e 
. LS e =° 
5 Nevertheiess,—t shall probably wish you to 2 i \ 
: Copies to :— communicate the directive to the Commission as : 
2 soon as it is ready and before any publicity pana & pe eer ied Aare ee a 
é is given to it and @ should hope that it would ny eee ee Es a 
be possible to secure the Commission's con- Aaa * ie a ea Te ov 


currence, If the Commission should yjuestion 
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any part of the directive as likely to give rise 


a 


“ 


to dfficulties for them, you Sa cn them 


that, while unable to alter its terms, we would 


carefully note any observations they may have 


to make and endeavour to meet their difficulties 


e 
~ 


practice as far as possible, Lien ttte Hk 


r 


4. Final amendments are still under con- 


Sideration here. 


THIS MARGIN. 


BE WRITTEN 


TO 


NOTHING 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not nassed on]. 


Cypher/OTP 


KE 1722/8/G 
Secret JORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


FROCK FOREIGN OFFICE TO Naw YORK 
(Vo United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No. 756 De 1.40 aem. 19th February, 1948 
18th February, 1948 


Repeated to Jerusalem and Washington No.1987. 


IMPORTANT 
EGRET 
GIANT 


Addressed _to United Kingdom Delegation New York telegram 


No.75G of February 18th, repeated for information to Jerusalem 
and Washington. 


Your telegram No.347 [of February 5th: draft directive 
for G.0.C. Palestine]. 


Following from “astern Department. 


Your interpretation (A) is the correct one and we con- 
sider that this emerges quite clearly from paragraph 4 of 
the directive. 


2. The word “established” in paragraph 11 means 
"physically present in Palestine and attempting to carry 
out its functions". It is not essential for the purpose 
of this assumption that the Commission's authority should be 


fully effective. 


3 Cuestion of advance consultation with the United 
Nations Comission, hes not yet been discussed by Ministers. 
Our present idea is that the terms of the directive, when it 
is finally approved here, should not be a matter ior nego tiation 
with the Commission. We shall probably wish you to comnuni- 
cate the directive to the Commission es soon as it is ready 
and before any publicity is given to it anc we should hope 
that it would be possible to secure the Counission’s concurrence. 
If the Commission should question any part of the directive 
as likely to give rise to difficulties for them, you could 
then assure them thet, while unable to alter its terms, we 
would carefully note any observstions they uay have to make 
and endeavour to meet their difficulties in practice as far 
as possible. Pending further discussion here it does not 
Seem pos*ible for you to veoly to the Comniscion’s letter. 


4. Final ggcndments are still under consideration here. 


k k k 
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WHItehsal1 co FProm:- Lt-Col. The Hon. HiiC Charteris, ORE 


6X 
THE WAR OFFICE, 


WHITEHALL, S.W.T1, 
——— 
pi February, 1948. a 


TOP SECRUT E far 


pf oF 
tw (ofan | 


You will have seen the 43 signals from the 
Chiefs of Staff (COS(iE)198, 199 and 200) to 
Commanders-in-Chief, liiddle East, in which the 
directive and administrative instruction to the 
7 General Officer Commanding Palestine was amended, 
eo At So that the powers to be given to the GOC should 
stem direct from HMG and not be delegated through 
<7 Comnanders-in-Chief Liddle Kast. 


ae 


ie have now received a signal from 
Kiiddle Fast in which it is pointed out that there 


may be occasion «shen it would be necessary for 
the GCommanders-in-Chief to have a directive 
indemnifying them for the action which they order 


to be taken in Palestine, and we are asked whether 

we are quite certain that the Commanders-in-Chief 

are legally covered to exercise their full rights of 
command after the surrender of the Mandate, without some 


such directive of indemnity. 


I would be grateful if you could consult 
your legal advisers on this question. 


J.Ga 5. Beith wsqa., 
Foreign Office, 
oe he A @ 
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ONE Tie PAD 
Recd, 3 Feb, '48, 


D.T.0,031310B Feb, 


Var Office, 
TOP SECRET COS/3151, 

Personal for DiiO from Chief of Staff, 

One, Refsrence COS(1Z) 198, 199 and 200 and particularly COS(iiz) 198 
paragreph to, I appreciate that there may be political and legal reasons 
for the proposed manner of issue of the directive and administration instr, 
but I am not yet happy that the chain of comd and responsibility as ct present 
defined is correct from the service point of vicv, 

Tio, The responsibility for the full evacuation plen of Palestine must 
rest with the Comds in Chief iliddle East, In the case of MELF this must be so 
because GHQ controls trensportation cx Palestine, redeployment and the datc 
of readiness of accotmedation in the new deployment arcas, Moreover the Cond 
in Chief has the right to overrule the actions of the GCC as a military ccmd in 

Palestine, Situations clsevhere in ELF might require him to do so, 


Three,. In its strictest sense therefore occasion might arise when it 


vould be necessary for the Cemd in Chicf to have a directive indemnifying him for 


the action which he ordered to be taken in Palestine, 
Four, Clearly the subject is primarily Icgal one, Unfortunately our 
JAG and his senior staff arc at present absent from this Ho, 
Five, Bearing in nind what I have said above please give consideration 
to the folloving to points:- 
Ay Would it not be better to issue the directive to the Comds in Chicf 
Middle East for delegation to GOC Palestine through normal chain of cond, 
B, If you (? decide) against arc ve quite certain that the Comds in 
Chief arc legally covered to cxercise their full rights of comd efter the 


surrender of the mandate without some dircetive of indemnity, 


Distbn by iO I. CIGS  DDMO(4é) 
VCIGS MO 1 yl. 


m= 


liessage Control 7 O. , , 
& » Tor- MO lk (Por «.etion) 10. Lue to 


Ww 


‘3914430 QY0934 
NOISS IWH3d LNO 


NOONOT 
“HLIM AVWOITHIVYDOLOHd G39NGOY d3y 


JIT8Ad JHL 40 


NT 


39143530 040934 D178Ng 


-:aduasafay 


- HdV¥DOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


38 OL LON 


FORE IGN : OFFICE, 
| ‘SeWele 


E 1722/8/G. 14th February, 1948. 
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Thank you for your letter of February 4th about | 
the Directive for the G.0-C. 


I submitted the point raised in the Chief of 
Staff's personal telegram, COS/3151, to our Legal 
Adviser who expressed the view that the Commanders-in- 
Chief, ‘iddle sast, woujd receive their indemnity under 
Clause 2(2) of the Palestine Bill. I so informed the 
Working Party on rebruary 12th, when Leask was present. 
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(J-Ge3. Beith) 


Lt.-Col. The Hon. if.}{-C. Charteris, 
Oc Be Se y 

The j;ar Office, 

Whitehall, Se Wele 
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DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT) 


942. 


COPY xo. 6 


uth February, 1948. Foy 
| CABINET 
Boe° 


PALESTINE: WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH ADMINISTRATION 


Memorandum by the Secretary of State for the Colonies 


The United Nations Commission have been informed, 
it has been publicly announced, that it is our intention to 
terminate British civil administration in Palgstine on 
145th May, 1948. The possibility of advancing this date was 
recently re-examined by me in conjunction with the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Defence, and 
we reached the conclusion that the repercussions on the military 
plan of selecting an cerlicr date could not be accepted. 


Ce British civil administration is still being 
maintained over the whole of Palestine, and it is not the 
intention to close down any Department before the termination 
of the Mandate. In ths present disturbed conditions, however, 
the range and effectiveness of certain departmental functions 
are necessarily restrictcd and difficulty is being encountered 
through the reluctance of Jewish and Arab staff to report ror 
duty through fear of molestation by members of the other 
communitye This lattcr tendency has been most noticeable in 
Jerusalem, although in the last two weeks improvement in the 
attendances of local staff has been continuous. 


te Although full responsibility is retained by the 
Mandatory Government, steps are being taken to devolve certain 
functions of government on the local inhevitants. Palestinians 
are being appointed to perform the dutics of British 
administrutive officers 25 the latter vroceed on léave. 
Legislation is being prepsred to give local authorities wider 
powers, &g, of taxation, and certein essential public 
utilitics ere being handed over to theme In the field of 
public sécurity local srrangements are also being made. British 
police heave been withdrawn from the Tel-Aviv area and, except 

for divisional headquarters, from Nablus, Hebron, Jericho, and 
certain isoleted police posts in northern Palestine. In the 
former areca responsibility for internal security has been 

hended over to o Jewish Guard Force maintsined by the Jewish 
Agency and in the letter districts responsibility is carried 

by the Arebs of the Palestine Police Fores under British comnand.e 
In these Arab ocrenus thse local police have been reinforced by 

some British troops for gencral sccuritye An Arab Municipal 
polies forces hes beun set up in Jeffs and arrangements are in 
hand for ustcblishing similar forecs in 18 other Arab towns. 

By the end of Fubrusry it is hoped +o have fiormed in Jerusalem 

9 Municipal rolice force of 600, halt Jew and Half Arcb. A 
countrywide schemes for the enrolment of armed soccial constables 
to puliese Arsb villeges has been started. All thvuse forces 
pemein under the direetion ot the Inspectur-Gencral of Police 
ana will only poss tually te locel contrul on the terminetion of 


ah iv} 
the Maonastee 
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lle > evecuation of British officials and their 
familics he Sinée Ist. Pepruary, 51 British oificials, 
end 12 wives end 5 children of British officicls have Left 
Pelestincee 370 berths heave been reserved for British officers 
of the Administration exnd their fanilics for Fobruary and 
during Merch and szpril 200 Will soil every fortnight from Haifa. 
The balance of 4OO will leave Palestine in smaller contingents 
by vessels carrying the vrenge crep end by G1Le It is 

intendcd thet all British wives end children of officials shell 
bo out of the country one month before the terminstion of the 


ct 
cy 
wy 


Mandate. 


De The comnercial activity ot the country has been 
severely restricted. Lebour difficultics have been 
encountercad where Arsbs und Jews norsally work together and 
there is consequently sone congestion in Heife and Jaffa ports. 
The citrus export programnne 1s sonewhat behind schedule but 
prospects of coapletion are feir if the present rete is 
mainteined. The cxoort of citrus is not impeding the planned 
militery withdrowal. Railways continue to operate but road 
transport is considerably restricted. Difficulty is being 
experienced through the snortase of oil fuel due to the 
temporary stoppage st tne Heifa refineries. work there wes 
resumed on a small sceosle on 2ena Janucry and if there are no 
further set-bsexs Pull production should be attained within 


three weekSe 
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on tepe is o noticeeble decline in the collection of 
revenue rs the assessment of toe terninal liabilities of 

the Palestine Government procecds, it is becoming evident that 
its available balances will not siffice to meet all comnitmentse 
der Tei OL at Leese gu,000,000 is expectcd. This can be 
attributcd mainly to heavy expense involved in meeting the costs 
of the Cyprus camps ana in. oeyment OL terminal benefits to 


Government Suervuntse 


fe Units of the Transjordan «rab Legion in Palestine, 

who are to be returner to Transjordun before the termination of 
the civil government, are snoloyed in static guard and escort 

duty and not in ueoaling with communel disorucYrse Disarmament 

and disbandment of the Transjoraan Prontier Force has now begun 

at its base et Zerke 1n Tronsjorduan. Transjordenians and 
Syrians will be dischergea there anu will not enter Palestine. 
Egyptians end Polestinians will be discharged ot Samekh in 
Palestin€ge i er THtende. “oo repatriaty to their countries 

of origin all those embers of the Foree who ere not Palestinicnse 
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Be Prospects of improvenent in the Ssccurity situation 
are not Zo00U. Contlict in Jsrusalem has subsided ond there 
is some hope thet the situation there will not deteriorete 
SHLeSS Sw Se Phows. Sob 01 provocution 1s sormitted by one of 
Mee. wears Sitietron 18: much comolicated 


the communities. due 
entry rron neighbouring Arab States of large 


by tie: Yrovent ‘ 
bands of trainee i guerillas. £ foree of some 300 from Syria 
hes estcblished itself in the hills of Galilee and a second 
large band sSemaorig vio Trensjordan. 


of some 7OO hes cntered 
This latter banu 1s now peDOrgod. LO nave been reinforced by a 
eontingent of sore 900 which has 


“lso entered vie Transjordén. 
Areb governments appeer poth powerless and unwilling to restrict 
the movements o7 


38 OL LON 


these eracd bands ceyk Pies ABU: Of the 


eh 


Cc 
\ 


Palestine land frontiers, together with the other commitments 
of the security forces, makes it impossible for the Pelestine 
Government to be certsin of denying entry to such bends. The 
present policy of the invaders is to disperse amongst the 

villages on their arrival and consequently they do not present 
a9 formed body which can be driven out by our forcese Should 
a major engegement occur between the security forces and these 
armed bands within Palestine the consequences are bound to be 


Zrave. 


freCede 


Colonial Office, S.W.1- 
ith February, 1943. 
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A final Craft of the Directive for tie G.0.C. 
was prepared as the result of a number of meetinsrs 
of the Official Comiittee's Working Party; Cat peemere! : 
Mr. Beckett and later Mr. Evans were sresent; and sent oe 
to Ilew York, Jerusalem and Headoyarters Middle East ° 
for comments - £1083/2/G Flag a The comments of 
Sir A. Cadoran and the Commander-in-Chief M.u.L.}. 
have now been received, but I heve not yet seen the 
High Comnissioner's comments. 


~:a2uasafay 


Com) Si} A. Cadetan (517227276 Flag C ) surrests that 
the draft should make it clear whether the Unitec 
Nations Commiszion is to te allowed to exercise 
: CLVil Suthoritr in the areas: comtroved. by “iNew. 

(How disposed of) subject to the latterS over-ridine suthoritye as an : 
when he chooses to exercise it, or Wnetuer the Gonr:'ssiong 
authority is automatically exclude. from nil smreh «wrecs. 
~ nave consulted Colonel Charteris o° tne War “rrice 

about this, und we hota think thit alternative (A), a: 

Soeues. Dit Sak 4As: CACOrti,. Tas Wat te antencen. Ll” tae 

Leral Adviser artre¢cs, poerd.u.:S ne may hive vievs on 

how this voint shonl: he mede even elenrer. 
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Tne Cormander-tn-Chief, Vide Bast . nl 243i 76 ; 
Flag DB) has surverted thet tne Cormanders-in-Chief | 
snould, in tne Directive, he indemni®Yied for the section 
Wiley “Cine. Sa Order ia SOL nNe. Sete aie 
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War Offices usr whether we corsicder 
SrOVL LON (Ci. ees aa T crestume this would hove 
to ke Gone in 2 sen pute .ivrective to the Jommeonders- 
Soe Ly Se SOM OF “OU Se. “Cie is Ose is answerable. 
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_ I have replied to Mr: Dale, copy attached. 

The answer to Sir A. Cadogan is that his alternative 
A is the correct interpretation. It does not seem 
to me'to be necessary to make any amendment to the 
directive to make this point any clearer. I should 
have thought the second Sub-paragraph of paragraph 4 
made the matter perfectly clear. a 


pete tats 


As regards the query of the Commanders-in-Chief, 


the answer is that he is getting his indemnity under 
Clause 2(2) of the Bill. The Department, if they 
have not got a copy of the Bill, should immediately 
obtain it. They had better get it through the 
Colonial Office. 


; [pb bactttt 
2th February, 1948. 
See GI72L « athe. 
SB Fer. 223 
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Dear Beckett, Eo, | Fy 


Palestine. _ 
I have just now seen for the first time the terms 

of the draft Directive. which is to be issued to the 

G.O.C. covering withdrawal of the forces after the 15th 


May. 


-:aduasafay 


I have been looking at this, particularly parayraphs 
2-8 in relation to the terms of Clause 2 (2) of the 
Palestine Bill, draft of which was laid before the 
Legislation Committee yesterday. You will remember 
that you and Roberts-Wray bad correspondence about the 
powers which could be claimed under International Law 
by the military in the circumstances of the withdrawal, 
and I sent to you a copy of our instructions to Parlia- 
mentary Counsel of 9th January in which we said that we 
were uncertain about the position, and thought we ought 
to have cover in the Bill. 


The Directive is drafted in terms which assume that 
the military will have the necessary powers in Inter- 
national Law, and IJ can see that this may be good policy 
in a document which may become public. But I think we 
ought to make up our own minds what the position really 
is. The Attorney-General at the Legislation Committee 
meeting yesterday said, according to the minutes, that 
it Would be "impossible to say what the position of the | 
United Kingdom forces would be under International Law. 


/Looking 
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W.E. Beckett, Esq., C.M.G., KC. 


fy 


d 


Looking at the terms of the Bill I think pogsibly 
we can justify the indemnity provisions as being/desirable 
precaution, even if we were fairly confident about the 
International Law position, but when I agreed their terms 
with Parliamentary Counsel I did not realise that the 
G.O.C. Was going to be authorised to issue proclamations 
and do that kind of thing. In any case I am disposed 
/to suggest that in Clause 2 (2) (by of the Bill we might 


insert a reference to the protection of the forces as well 
as their evacuation (and also a protection of stores) to 
Square With the terms of, e.g., paragraph 3 of the draft 
Directive. Los <2 


I shall be very grateful for your views on this 


a 


sub ject. 
Yours sincerely, 


a) 
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advantage, 


Palestine 
Although i should have thought that the idea of 
ered by what 


protection of the 


sf ptmp tale AOR eaten eS my ae . A 
ee a en net en en att tbe oy ‘ ot 


POREIGN OFFICE, S.- 
9th February, 1 8. 


Dear Dale, 


I am answering your letter of the kth February 


about Palestine. 


I see no objection, and indeed some possible 
to inserting in Clause 2(2)(v) of the 
Bill the addition which you suggest. 


forces was really cov 
we have already in the Bill, I agree that it is as 
well to express indemnity clauses in 4 manner which is 
indisputably wide enough . The Attorney-General's 

n Committes was made, I think, 


remark at the Legislatio 
We have had military 


without a great deal of thought. 
es with which we are not at 


forces in foreign countri 
for instance, in Iceland and 


war before, such as, 
Pereia dur the late war, to say nothing of Egypt 
1890 till 1936, and in none of these 


from about 
cases was there any treaty with the country in question 
and yet in all these cases 


defining their position, 
there was assumed to be {n the forces sufficient 
overriding power to do what was necessary to carry out 
their military function, and I think you can assume that 
that overriding power exists when the forces are 

f¢ the government of 


lawfully there with the consent oO 

the territory. Obviously in the case of Palestine 
we can assume this to be the case, since the date of the 
withdrawal of our forces is part of the whole scheme. 
However, nobody is going to say that the position is 


clear beyond cavil. 
urs sincerely, 


7 : i s 
Se CRS Lt one 
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SYRIAN LEGATION | oat 


LONDON. 
| oo 9b . 


29tn Jénuar 


Dear Mr, Roberts, 
On looking cvera report th: aS COmL 
a reiiacle source, I feei tnat it wisnt be of a 


: 


disturbing nature, especially in view of tne rec 
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sale of 21 aercplanes to the J2uisn Avency by « 
source in Palestine. 
The report says tnat irst week nas witnessed a 


new sericus deveiopment in tine 


aJuasafay 


sbtine, Tnis is tne active j ef to British 


Army Forees, on tne side of the Jews, in suppressic: 
of Arab uctivitie:, Tany instances can be yuciego° tunis kind 
Of DnGeriere’se. fOr Sxairie, 2%: se) Sid 20-villace of 
NoLemend, Wea Te Sursccunced. ni ia : 2 wisn towns 
ond -SStGLSISenUS; ONG WAC 1, PS: Sudg 2ose0 

tne Britisn trecps 


defence cf the villace, 


eommunicatine it 
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respensloliity we 


mandline by tne Arab defenters of tnat willase, 


4 


gn convoys or Jayvisn settlements are attiucked 


\ 


ita 


dy 
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= a2 Sy mae a = 2 ned Pe fee = : ~ _ 
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taney are inveriably heavily amed, British forces aasten 
to nelp and support them, wnile nc such assistance is 


the Arab villages and towns “a2 tney are 


attz:eked. Armed Arscs are being cxugnt and brousat to 


. 


syer. inierreret witd, Or 


trial while 2m.ed Jews are scarcely 


wnen they < earn? ya. spe instantly relessed, and ttey ‘ave 


gpk S12 Gan sie aris eiven Oack to~< nem, 
the report states, the Amy practise 


indiscriminate shectine at Arad Guarters. In one jay 15 


— 


Arabs were killed by this kinda cf sreoctines 


inflicted 


ey 


silently endured “nese lesses and 


tnen and nave ricidiy .a@intained t23 cLicy: S6 
tos Baeininin® Cant 2pey “eo nce 
want te Pfignt sh, sho intended to evacuate Palestine. 
Nevertneless, unders and osvoy the Britisa are 


benavyins tus, this mouwert are still bing 


attacked by tne Jews, 

¥ snouid like to draw the attention cf tne Foreim 
Office to “ais state cf affeirs, snien is tne subject of 
Coument in 21: the Arab press tt tne moment; out I sinecereiy 


tncuch, tnat the situation wil. b2 in.prevead befare lene. 


Fineily, tne Jevisn Agency representative at Lie 
i SOnfidernce. for one transmissics ef 
plans Fer the avicuation cf tarir 
crees frem Pcliestine in crder te aSdjuct trcir own 
tnose of “he British, Tae Arab countries reuld 
if 26. Gio Ler COeeelee UIC Vide. oe 
Per 9S. sae 


Yours sincerely, 
| 


1 i | 
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het 

. si f 7 4 : a NS : 
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BOREIGN OFrlicE, 
Seiele 


30th January, 1944. 


I write to acknowled-;e receipt 
of your leiter o. 76 of the 2)th January 
about a report that had reached you to the 
effect that the scritish silitary euthorities 
in falestine were Cavouvinre the Jews isgainst 
the rabs, 
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Your Lette: reached me vhilst 1! 
vas teking a fev jays leave but I have for: arded 
it to the soipetent Lenartucrt in the | oreicn 
\ vffice. fo am sure that tne intter will be 
therousnly investicateé ono i base to let you 
heave a vresoly on my seturn to the ‘oveign Jffice 
next wee we 


~:aduasafay 


eS eel 


oan 
ROEM 


jeds ©. 


“'S xeellene; 
Pe Sajeeb Ale .rnanazi, 
Seis... Lezation, 
19 xensington :.: luce 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Gp.685 


et 
A.& E,W,Ltd. 


Wt.14696/147 75,000 6,47 


(33654) 


ae 


sO : 


TpRr 
ft, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. . 


‘ nd February, 198,102 Ne 


In my letter of the 30th January, I 
promised you a further reply to your letter 
No. 76 on the subject of Palestine. 

Syrian Minister, 2e The task of the British troops in 
Palestine is to preserve law and order to the 
best of their ability without in any way 
discriminating between one community and the 

CMH 

other. This means that they must exercise 
their discretion in determining which State 
" the aggressor in any particular incident. 

It is quite natural that misunderstandings 
Should result from this attitude, and 

we are, in fact, constantly recdving complaints 
from the Jews which are very similar in 
character to those to which you nave invited 
our attention. I am convinced that the 
military are doing their best to suppress 
disorder impartially and that they are not 


actuated by any political prejudice whatsoever. 


CH ten reference to your last paragraph, we 


have already made communications to the 

Arab Governments on the subject of our 

plans for withdrawal from Palestine. I 
enclose an extract from the telegram in which 
HeM- Minister in Damascus was instructed on 
4th December to explain to your Government 


the general outline of our plans. 
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samt 


kxtract from Telegram. 


You should inform the Government to which you are 
accredited that His Majesty's Government have now been able 
to take their planning on withdrawal from Palestine a stage 
further and that they feel it would be consistent with 
their friendly relations with Arab States and with their 
desire for smooth and orderly withdrawal from Palestine for 
them to take the earliest opportunity of telling the 
Governments of Arab States in confidence the outline of 
their plans insofar as these have at present been approved 


Zé You should emphasise that the plans are peing 

drawn up on the basis of withdrawal taking place as speedily 
as possible. The time limit is that evacuation should be 
complete by August 1St. This will involve leaving behind a 
considerable quantity of stores. It is clear, therefore, 
that any more rapid withdrawal would be out of the question. 
We hope incidentally to be abl¢ to arrange with successor 
authorities for the custody subsequent evacuation 

of such stores as We are notable to taxe with us. 


36 In order that withdrawal may be carried out within 
this framework, it i8 necessary on purely military and 
administrative grounds that the Palestine Government should 
retain administrative responsibility throughout Palestine, 
for several months. His Majesty's Government have made it 
clear that during this period they will not allow their 
forces or administration to be used in enforcing a settle- 
ment which is not acceptable to both Jews and Arabs. They 
would naturally have much preferred to terminate their 
responsibility at an earlier date, but for purely practical 
reasons are unable to do S0- The exact date prior to 
the completion of evacuation on which the mandate will be 
relinquished and the British Administration brought to an 
end will be communicated to the Arab Governments as soon 


as posdble. 


Le The general trend of Britiagh withdrawal will be from 
south to north. After the termination of the Civil 
Administration British troops will be-concentrated in the 
limited area pending final evacuation fhrough Haifa. 
Within that area the British Military Commander will 
continue to take Such measures as are necessary for the 
protection and aie a evacuation of British troops and 


stores. 
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one community and the othe. “hia means that they Le an oe | ee 
must exercise their discretion in determining which 
yide ia the aggressor in uny particular incident. 
It is quite natural that misunduretandings should 
result frou this attitude, and we as in fact, 
constantly receiving complaints froia the Jews which 
are very siuilar in character to tnose to which you 
have invited our attention. 1 wa convinced that the 
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Minstes. 


loG 


I attach some correspondence with 
General Spears and also correspondence with the 
Syrian Minister dealing with the same complaint 
of bias by the British Army in Palestine in 
favour of the Jews. It seems an unlikely 
story but it should, I Suppose, be investigated 
and we should send replies as soon as possible 
to the Minister and General Spears. 


Ty oe 
30th January, 1948. 


Rastery Dept. 
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bockSONaL low 
itehall 6 164, St. Stephens House,‘ 
ae isi S. ~ I. 


7th Worrene Lae. 


3781/2 


Frans xoberts, > : 
Frivate JCC Lrevar 
Foreigi Oriice, 


ban Nolet 


£ THOUsAT Sess i4i,ht be interestea 
in tue enclosea, anu in the COVera ie 
letter i have sent WG 2 CO) sou: a5. 
vo ~reech Jones. i hope thar. ,our 
Oiai.ce ill ve abl: to ve he tacts 
investigated. wO-~Lne KnoWsS better 
t..an yourselt how uitzic ee Ouse Lre- 
lations Witau the arab worlu wii] become 
ii they ure convineua that we ave loading 
t.ie Gice acainst them in lalestius; 
aud iz this 2s not the case, and tac 
sacts given in wnis sevort .re uot Ulu, 
it snoulu pe contradicted. 
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tLe 
2ereats { state 
1 office, 
Church House, 
Cte Snith vtreet, ~ecleace 


The encloacd pa-er has b en reeeived 
ron quite a reliable observer in ialestine 
#hHO of this country. 


5 2 


G 


vouch for the 
ment t contains, but it is of a nature 
to disturb taany friends of the arabs in 
this coun'ry. 


Same OLfd sa iaeas, 1 kno 
it ds the cuse thst responsible arab 
opinion been greatly shocxed by the 
sale of <« ircratft from oritish silib- 
otores, oS JewWisa .Zcneye 
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e The last week has witnessed a .ew serio.s development in 
the seourity conditions of Palestine. This is the scetive 
interference of the British aru; forces on the side of the Jews 
in the suppres—-ion of arab activities, even when they are vor a 
completely defensive char:.cter,. 

wiBy instances cana be yuoted of tids kind of interference. 
dn the gin@ll arab vilia,e@ oc velameh, which is surrcundec on all 
Sides v5 Jewis:. towns anu settlecenty, una wsideh is eubjeeted 
to uagy a G alight attacks by arueu Jews, th oritdish troops 


removea be. fices.8 and trenches usec for tie verenee ur the 
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Villa.e@. em. bles as the ree.s Co Mecting, it with nei, hbeur ing. 
8b VILLA ase dn the canssseh wrter ol Jairfa, « day anda 
agent curf-= was dneuseu ror fortyrea.bt ours co. two arub houses 


vere blow uo beeruse 6 [ritich soldi-r was kiciad in the Jaffa 


wae 


-:aduasafay 


C@LWAVIV ares, when t ere was motiing tu indicuie that he hed not 


been ul.led, elth © by a stra, builet or by tie Jevse ome Bays 


ago darge 3.itish for:ves went to the reseue of « Jesish party 

Which hod atiacced t © sareb village of 28.2610, in the suuth of 

i lewtine, sani reeeived sevece Hondlins by th. acab uvefrendce:s 

of thot villecse. itso when Jewish couve;s or Jewish settiLenent: 
are attacsed, though they are invesiubl, heavil; arcsec, oritish 
forces nasten iv nel. snd sup ert them, while no reSpon.e@ ever coms 


to th» caids of orab villeges o: towns when th; are attacked, 


391440 G40934 
NOISS IWH3d LNO 


“HLIM AVIWOIHIVSDOLOHd 039NGOU day 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


SPAGG oLius 6.8 beln- caught and brought to trisl, while urmed 
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Jove ure scu-oel, ever intorfe roc with or, when the ere caught, 
ace inst ntly reseaseu and have «Li their arms give. bv cx tuo theme 
Via @ Few cays avo the  vritish fotces caucut ou arved Jaws wig 

We © godin, cv attack on srab village. she next cay the orfielel 
Co waunique st.c@. thot bie. Ned akh bee. release. una thot iheir 
orig hac been ho nded onck to thame in Haife che army pructices 
indiscriminste shecting et crab guests. sa. in one day LO wicbsa 
Wore Kdied by tiuds Kins of shuctan.. 


sheso ace only instences of the new inco.i,;rehensible turn 


of events in enlestine. the Je#ish press now sin, oe the proi-.es 


a 
\- 
. 
of the British .croes che we nd, BGK GURL lw bhodr Lolo. 
THE ofGb oan She otung Rana huve . us at perfects, plain 
FM ony, oy , ar bed # . ‘, . 74 * ” 4 . . 7 “ nf rae ‘ 
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SQ-EIGN OFFICE, 


Setele 


oth Junuearys 1948 « 


ppeessOn_L 


your letter of 27th 


January s enclosing a copy of u letter which 
you hac sent to the Colonial jecretary about 
n rab co..plaint sgevaking the 


| that we we: 
Sevieh sice age inst 


xany thanks for 


ther in °gLlestine. 


me whilst «© Was 


Your letter reached 
put I have passed it 


t: xing a fev cays leave, 
on to the competent Henar tre 
ffice and I am sure thet tne 
on the face of 4t seems {aprohnrhle, 
thoroughly prvestigutede 


“ELL be 


-Llso taxe tunis oppo tunt 
voun win’ invitation %9 yane 
ipensjorden -elerrtes. 
invitations 
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tgp that nicht. - 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1l pe 
February, 1948. 


Top Secret. | | l/ ye | ; 


Secret. 


Confidential. I promised you a fuller reply to your 

pezvecs letter of 27th January, enclosing copy of a 
letter which you have sent to the Colonial Secr- 
etary about the Arab complaint that we were 


General Sir E.L- 
Spears, C.B.E.M.q, taking the Jewish side in Palestine against 


them. 

Ze The task of the British troops in 
Palestine is to preserve law and order to the 
best of their ability without in any way 


discriminating between one community and the 
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other. This means that they must exercise 


MARGIN. 


their discretion in determining which side is 


the aggressor in any particular incident. It is 


THIS 


quite naturaly that misunderstandings should 


IN 


result from this attitude, and we are, in fact, 
constantly receiving conplaints from the Jews 
which are very similar in character to those 

to which you’have invited our attention. 


I am convinced that the military are doing their 
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best to suppress disorder impartially and 


that they are not actuated by any political 


prejudice whatsoever. 
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NOTHING 
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Arab Governments on the subje of our plans 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.iiele 
9th February, 1948. 


(E 1758/8/31) 
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I promised you a fuller reply to your letter of 
the <7th January, enclosing copy of a letter which you 
have sent to the Colonial Secretary sabout.the arab 
complaint that we were taking the Jewish side in Palestine 


against them, 


dIuUaLafay 


is The task of the British troops in Palestine is 
to preserve law and order to the best of their ability 
without in any way discriminating between one comnunity 
and the other. This means that they must exercise 
their discretion in determining which side is the 
&ageressor in any particular incident. It is quite 


natural that misunderstandings should result from this 
attitude, and we are, in fact, constantly receiving 
complaints from the Jews which are very similar in 
character to those to which you have invited our attentio 
I am convinced that tne military are doing their best to 
suppress disorder impartially and that they ere not 
actuated by any political prejudice whatscever,. 
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General Sir Edward Spears, K.Bne, OC. ie, 
164, St. Stephens House, 
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% 68. Major Tufton Beamish,—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
decision has yet been taken as to the date on which the United Kingdom will cease to be 
responsible for the maintenance of law and order in Palestine ; and whether he is now in a 
position to make a fuller statement regarding the plans for the withdrawal of British Forces, 
stores and equipment from Palestine. [Wednesday 4th February.] 
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54. Majer Beamish asked the Minister of 
Defence whether any final decision has yet 
been taken as to the date on which the 
United Kingdom will cease to be respon- 
sible for the maintenance of law and order 
in Palestine: and whether he is now in a 
position to make a fuller statement regard- 
ing the plans for the withdrawal of British 
Forces, stores and equipment from 
Palestine. 


51. Mr. Shurmer asked the Minister of 
Defence is he aware of the anxiety felt 
by the wives, parents and relatives of our 
troops serving in Palestine, in view of the 
murderous warfare now developing and 
can he say how long before our troops will 
be withdrawn from that area. 


Mr. Alexander: As has already been 
announced, it is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to terminate their 
Mandate in Palestine, and with it their 
civil administration of that country, on 
15th May next, and to complete the 
evacuation of their Forces from Palestine 
by 1st August next. The progress of the 
withdrawal of British Forces, stores and 
equipment from Palestine is proceeding 
according to these plans, and is making 
good progress. The Government deplore 
the outbreaks of violence occurring in 
Palestine, with the casualties they entail, 
both to the civil population and to per- 
sonnel of the British Forces and civil 
administration. During the Debate on 
12th December, 1947, it was stated that 
His Majesty’s Government would keep in 
mind the possibility of withdrawing at 
earlier dates than those stated above. The 
matter has accordingly been kept under 
review, and has recently been re- 
examined. But, having regard to all the 
factors, and to all that has to be done, 
and to the very great care with which the 
originai plan was worked out, His 
Majesty’s Government must adhere to the 
dates originally announced, i.e., 15th 
May for the termination of the Mandate, 
and rst August for the completion of the 
evacuation of British Forces. 


” 


id 


Major Beamish: In view of the fact 


that a very considerable number of British 
personnel and large quantities of stores 
must remain in Palestine between May 
and August, will the Minister say whether 
he is satisfied that the machinery pro- 
vided by the United Nations for the main- 
tenance of law and order in Palestine, 
and for the administration of Palestine, 
will be adequate, and will not result in 
the needless loss of British lives and great 
cost to the British taxpayers? 


Mr. Alexander: I cannot reveal the 
details of our plan of evacuation and 
the covering of that portion of the stores 
which we cannot evacuate before 15th 
May. Therefore, I cannot answer the 
question. 


Major Beamish: Is the Minister satisfied 
that the machinery to be provided by 
the United Nations will be adequate for 
the maintenance of law and order and 
the administration of Palestine? 


Mr. Alexander: With regard to that 
question, I would refer the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman to the statements made 
on several occasions at the United Nations 
Organisation by my right hon. Friend the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and 
other represerftatives. 


Major Beamish: But they do not answer 
my question. 


Mr. Janner: Does my right hon. Friend 
really think that the United Nations can 
make preparations in the space of two 
weeks to put the new States in this coun- 
try in a position to preserve that order, 
and will he see to it that the other 
Ministers concerned in the matter with 
him realise the absurdity of that 
suggestion ? 


Mr. Alexander: That is a question which 
should be addressed to my right hon. 
Friend the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. JI can only add that the United 
Nations Organisation were given very 
ample warning. 


$4 FEB 1948 


‘3914340 040934 
NOISS IWH3d LNO 


NOONO? 


JITAd 3HL 30 
“HLIM ATWOTHdVSDOLOHd O39NDON d3y 


38 OL LON ~ HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


3914340 GN0934 JITENg 


-:a0uasafay 


OUT Flog 


(Redraft of last sentence) 


During the Debate on 12th December, 194.7 
it was stated that te Government would keep in 


mind the possibility of withdrawing at earlier 


dates than those stated above. The matter has 


accordingly been kept under review, and has 


recently been re-examined. But having regard to 


all the factors and to all that has to be done, 
i 


Bnasortern rede 
and to the very; care fel -wey—tn which the original 


an . 
plan was worked out, se Governiient must adhere to 


the dates originally announced, i.é. May 15th for 
the termination of the Mandate, and August eat. Lor 


the completion of the evacuation of British forces. 
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I return herewith a file which was left with me this 
morning by the Minister of Defence dealing with a Parlia- 
mentary Question for to-morrow about Palestine. 


The reply was discussed by the Minister of Defence 
and the Colonial Secretary with the Foreign Secretary, 
and I gather that it was afterwards discussed by all of 
them with the Prime Minister. The Foreign Secretary 
dictated in the presence of the Minister of Defence the 
enclosed alternative drafts for the last sentence of tie 
draft reply, and I undertook to send this over with the 


file to you this afternoon. 


(Sgd.) F.K. ROBERTS. 
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R.F. Wood, Ese, 
Ministry of Defence. 
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During the Debate on 12th December, 1947, 
it was stated that H.M. Government would keep in 
mind the possibility of withdrawing at earlier 
dates than those stated above. The matter has 
accordingly been kept under review, and has 
recently been re-exemined. But having regard to 
all the factors and to all that has to be done, 
and to the very great care with which the original 
plan was worked out, H.M. Government must ‘adhere to 
the dates originally announced, i.e. May 15th for 
the termination of the Mandate, and August lst for 
the completion of the evacuation of British forces. 
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